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Rey, H. A. Houghton, Mifflin 
SEE THE CIRCUS Paper; $1.00 
































Rhymes and colored pictures, that fold open to reveal an extension of the 
original scene, give the young a provocative meeting with big top characters. Each 
verse is something to guess at- what will Kiki the clown do, who will walk the tight- 
rope and so forth. The author's pictures are in the agreeably loose style of the il- 
lustrations for the Curious George books. Cloth spine with stapled pages. Not too 
firm. (9/26) 

PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Paull, Grace Abelard-Schuman 
COME TO THE COUNTRY Cloth; $2.50 


* These gay and happy invitations to enjoy all and more than there is to enjoy 
in the country cannot fail to intoxicate one with the pleasures of the out of doors. 
From the shade of a tree, to the cows giving milk, to the sun on one's back and the 
frogs and small life of the streams- it is all waiting to greet us with outstretched 
arms. Bright, cool, sunny, shady pictures in full color and two-tones are by the 
author too. (9/14. LC: 56-11014) 


Branley, Franklyn M. & Crowell 
Vaughan, Eleanor K. MICKEY'S MAGNET Cloth; $2.50 


* No scientific explanations here, but nevertheless a completely vivid and 
humorous object lesson about magnets and how handy they are, especially for picking 
up pins around the house. Mickey, who couldn't be much younger, spills a box of them 
one day, but Father produces a magnet. Wonderful as this is, Mickey is still more 
thrilled when he sees he can make his own magnet- by rubbing a needle with the magnet 
and picking up the pins with the needle. A pleasant "Aha!" to which Crockett Johnson's 
green and orange drawings add surprise. Firm stitching. (9/17. LC: 56-6327) 





Krauss, Ruth Harper 
I WANT TO PAINT MY BATHROOM BLUE Cloth spine; $2.50 


With help again from Maurice Sendak, here is another book of the things one 
dreams about rather than does- like painting the bathroom blue and sprinkling seeds all 
over the sunny earth and having a whole house for all one's friends. The little boy in 
this reminds one of a ballet dancer, leaping from thought to thought and suddenly making 
it materialize with a touch of his magic wand. The pictures are in many shades of 
pastel. Fair stitching. (8/22) 


Ilsley, Velma . Lippincott 
THE PINK HAT Cloth; $2.00 


* An object lesson is taught with natural charm and captivating references to 
every girl's dreams... Penelope, a careless youngster with three pet rabbits, hankers 
after a lovely pink hat in a store window- to wear on the carrousel, being smiled at 
in and while having chocolate sodas. She saves to buy it and wears it for one lovely 
minute before carelessness creeps in and the rabbits eat the pink hat up. Months 
later and wiser, Penelope buys a parasol which she keeps hung carefully on the wall. 
Stylish drawings by the author in various hues of rose illustrate a well-rhymed text. 
Very firmly side sewn. (9/5. LC: 56-5708) 
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Liang, Yen Lippincott 
THE POT BANK Cloth; $2.00 


More about Dee-dee, the dainty and precise little Chinese girl of Dee-dee's 
Birthday and Tommy and Dee-dee, this describes a day in the market place with her younger 
brother Bao and how they spent the money they'd saved. The text is in verse that is a 
wee bit dull and hackneyed. But children won't notice that for the author's pictures in 
rust and blue, appealingly exact portrayals of Chinese things and ways, are likely to 
absorb all their interests. Very firmly side sewn. (9/510 256-9900) 


Lippincott 
THAT'S MY FAVORITE Cloths; $2.00 


A light trick, unmarked by the warmth of Dorothy Marino's other picture books 
(Little Angela and her Puppy and The Song of the Pine Tree Forest), gets Suzy to wondering 
why her new found playmate is so inconsistent. One day the little girl in the blue coat 
says she likes hopscotch, the next jump rope, the next, dolls, etc., until the mystery be- 
hind it all- that the girls in blue are quadruplets- comes out. There are wistful pen and 
ink drawings, some overlaid with red and blue. Very firmly side sewn. (9/19.1C :56-9902 ) 


Lippincott 
A TREE FOR ME Cloth; $2.00 “ 


Marino, Dorothy 


Simon, Norma 


~ 


At five the importance of ownership looms large and in its nicer aspects ought 
to be thoroughly satisfied by this little girl's musings about the apples that will come 
from her tree. It is a very personal book, with its "I" cutely dressed in red and seri- 
ously charming of face. But the sense of possession seems to spread at times and over- 
emphasize rather than just recognize this self assertive phase. Pretty red and green 
paintings by Helen Stone. Firm stitching. (9/19.1C:56-9271) 

V 


Schwartz, Julius ) McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
I KNOW A MAGIC HOUSE Cloth; -$2.00 





* When you stop to think of it, practically everything that goes on inside a 
house is remarkable and that is just what Julius Schwartz, and Mare Simont as artist, 
succeed in putting across with gentle humor and amazement. The phonograph (music from 
black circles), the water faucet (fresh mountain water right in your kitchen), the win- 
dow shade (it hides quicker than that)- these and a couple of dozen other modern and not 
so modern miracles astound. Fair stitching.(8/?. LC:56-8183) 


Rietveld, Jane Viking 
ROLY AND POLY Cloth; $2.00 


A farm story, illustrated with big, soft earth-brown pictures by the author, 
tells how Jimmy got his piglets back and played a mild joke on two policemen. Roly and 
Poly fall out of a truck on their way to market and find a nice mud hole. Its owner is 
disturbed enough to call the police to extract the pigs but they only slip and slide a- 
round until Jimmy comes along and shows them how to do it. So so. Rather weak stitching. 


8/1 
(8/17) BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford Coward -McCann 
CHRISTMAS ON THE MAYFLOWER $2.50 


Another quietly portrayed historical incident, by the author of Pilgrim Thanks- 
giving and The Story of Valentine gently accents the spiritual role of children in times 
of trial. With the Mayflower anchored in Plymouth harbour but the Pilgrims not yet ashore 
by Christmas, there is grumbling among the crew that they will not have enough food and . 
water for their trip home. Young Giles Hopkins and his sister Damaris feel the growing 
hostility and Giles leaves with an anxious heart on Christmas day to help the men set up 
the first foundations of their Common House ashore. But during the day enough game is shot 
to bring a feast for everyone aboard ship and in the evening a sense of well being returns 
to Pilgrims and crew alike. Soft blue and grey pictures by Roger Duvoisin illustrate the 


story. (9/4.1C:56-9956) 
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Taylor, Margaret Crowell 
DID YOU FEED MY COW? $2.75 


A wide variety of contemporary play rhymes, collected as they were heard by 
the author, runs the range from old familiars like Go Tell Aunt Rhody and Pop Goes The 
Weasel to ones that will be known by region only. Most of them are rhymes to dramatize 
in a game- of call and response, mimicking or a complete little playlet- and they have 
been written down in the vernacular. There are over a hundred, long ones and short 
a “- they ought to provide a lot of play ideas. Many pictures by Paul Galdone. 

10/15 





Ormsby, Virginia Lippincott 
IT'S SATURDAY! Cloth; $2.00 + 


Rhymes and repetition and a familiar round of play day doings may make this 
a useful item for reading aloud to the very young and for older children who are just 
ready to figure out the words for themselves. A girl and a boy wake up happy- it's 
Saturday- and from then on it's a gay rush anyone under eight will appreciate. Wash pic- 
tures by the author with a bright blue overlay. Firmly side sewn. (9/26. LC:56-5710) 


_ Symonds, John Lippincott 
AWAY TO THE MOON Cloth; $2.25 v i 


These calmly written adventures often are carried by the oddly wooden quality 
of Pamela Bianco's illustrations, but in both the story and the pictures there is the 
fascination of something utterly regular and polite. Two dolls, Hetty and Betty, have 
been living in their house ever since their mistresses, Rose and May Swinton who are 
now old spinsters, finished playing with them years ago. One day they decide to go and 
see what the moon is like. Adventures with the clock in the hall, a cat, a dog and the 
man in the moon see Hetty whisked away and Betty left to rescue her with the help of a 


r) soldier and a ball of string. Not as merry madcapping as Travelers Three or The Magic 
Currant Bun. Rather weak stitching. (9/5. LC: 56-9273) 
MacGregor, Ellen McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
MR. FERGUSON OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT Cloth; $2.00 


With a little bit of forethought and a little bit of magic, the story of how 
the pole came to one Fire Department makes an amusing incident. Mr. Ferguson, the 
! slow cook, was the cause of it all. Because he could not get downstairs fast enough 
to go with the rest of the men or alarms, he thought sliding down would be quicker. 
But an altercation with the pole, which gets put in wrong side up, has to be straight- i 
ened out first. Big red and yellow pictures by Paul Galdone. Good stitching. (8/2. 
LC: 56-9633) 
Titus, Eve McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
| ANATOLE Cloth; $2.00 


* The logical thing for a mouse, especially a French one, to do is to taste 
cheese- as Anatole does. But the circumstances under which he carries out his project- 
to live up to his social responsibilities- have the unmistakable French joie de vivre 

and savoir faire. The drawings of Anatole and his friends by Paul Galdone are delight- 
fully and unconsciously Gallic. Good stitching. (8/?. LC: 56-10333) 


Forbes, Katherine R. McKay 
THE DOG WHO SPOKE TO SANTA CLAUS $2.25 


* An ordinary enough story, dressed with a dry wit and a memorable set of char- 

acters, makes a Christmas fantasy warm as a pudding fresh from the oven. Calhoun is 

the central figure- a hound who learns to talk at great pains and so shocks the grown- 
© ups with his ability that he goes in search of children who are more open-minded about 

such things. He finds Joey Bough who lives down in the slums and doesn't expect a visit 
from Santa. Though Calhoun finds little he can do about it at first, when he discovers 
Santa is a man, things change. Loping right out to where Santa and his deer are due to 
pass by Christmas Eve, he makes a polite speech which, slightly tinged with a southern 
accent, wins Joey and his family a happy time. Cartoons by Joan Raysor, limp yet wiry, 
are very apt for this Christmas fable. (10/?. LC: 56-9973) 
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Ets, Marie Hall Viking 
MR. PENNY'S RACE HORSE Cloth; $2.00 





.eois poor old Limpy, who, out of all of the rest of the animals Mr. Penny plans = 
to enter in the fair, is kept aside. But at the grounds where he is posted, inside the 
racetrack ring, Limpy's desire to run with the trotters becomes so strong that he puts on 
an exhibition race of his own that wows the crowd. Active block prints on every page by 
the author make a funny story but it is less imaginative than other Etsiana. Rather weak 
stitching. (8/17) 





REPRINTS, NEW EDITIONS AND INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Richardson, Ben Crowell 
GREAT AMERICAN NEGROES $3.75 


A revised edition, this has been extended and brought up to date to include 
thumbnail biographies of 26 prominent American Negroes. Short and to the point, the 
sketches present some on-the-scene reporting to show the characters of their subjects in 
their youth, then move efficiently into their life accomplishments. Twenty-six biogra- 
phies of Negroes in all walks of life- music, politics, social work, science, sports, 
literature- these should have their place as good reference material and a tribute to 
some of the better American citizens. Illustrated with portraits by Robert Hallock. 
(10/15. LC: 56-7793) 

EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Kennell, Ruth Epperson Abelard-Schuman 
THE SECRET FARMYARD $2.50 


A story of life in a medium sized city has backyard and neighborhood appeal as 
it tells how two boys achieve a finer sense of social and personal responsibility through 
their various escapades. Joey Burness, whose father teaches, has just come to Bridgeport 
where their landlord's conditions prevent Joey from keeping animals. With help and ingen- 
uity he manages to raise chickens in secret, have a vegetable garden and even to start 
taking care of the landlord's collie, which opens a way for friendship. Though Tony, an 
Italian boy, proves a temporary sore spot, it is through the collie that the boys make 
friends and look forward together to a new batch of puppies. Jules Gotlieb's illustra- 
tions. (10/19.) o/ 


Taylor, Florénce Walton Abelard-Schuman 
CARRIER BOY $2.50 


A story of pre-Revolutionary days is set in Mannheim, Pennsylvania, in 1763, and 
adds information about early American glass blowing to its mystery. (See Zeigler's The 
Blowing Wand, Winston, 1955, for another study of a later period in the industry. ) Sepa- 
rated from their parents by an Indian raid in the west country, Tim and Maryann Tatman are 
on their way to Philadelphia to find relatives when the Gatewoods of Mannheim take them in. 
Gaffer Gatewood, a blower who has developed a famous and carefully guarded formula for blue 
glass in Baron Stiegel's works, gets Tim a job as a carrier boy there and teaches him a 
good deal about blowing. When some of the blue must be delivered, Tim is sent on a small 
mission. When the glass is stolen, the boy's successful efforts to rescue it lead him back 
to his lost parents. Too politely told but saved from ordinariness by its interesting in- 
formation. Smooth, well designed drawings by Leonard Everett Fisher. (10/26) 











Child Study Assn. of America- Fds Crowell 
MORE READ TO YOURSELF STORIES: FUN AND MAGIC $2.50 


Following on The Read to Yourself Storybook, this sixth anthology prepared by 
the Child Study Association contains a substantial gathering of stories to laugh at and . 3 
puzzle over. Among the dozen are excerpts from Marion Holland's Billy Had a System and 
Hazel Wilson's yerbert Again, and complete texts of Tom Benn and Blackbeard, The Pirate 
by Le Grand, Fish Head by Jean Fritz and Dr. Seuss's Marco Comes Late- enough to keep one 
going for a good while and a fine introduction to the best in humor for the age group. 
Pictures throughout, by Peggy Bacon, carry the wit. (10/15) 
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Crowell 
SWORD OF FRANCISCO $2.50 


A third novel of early America (see Guns in the Wilderness and ‘he Yinds Blow 
Free) is set in the period following the Battle of Brandywine and briskly follows the 
adventures of very young Charlie Morrison whose early morning explorations become the 
means of alerting Washington to a trap set by the British. But there is also excite- 
ment and mystery in the months to come. Charlie meets and makes friends with Peter 
Francisco, a sentry in Washington's camp. Then Charlie and his uncle are accused of 
being Tory sympathizers by a man who wants their land. With the future a dark question 
mark, a term with Greene in North Carolina follows and builds to a climax with the 
rescue of Peter who is wounded, the clearance of Peter's own hidden background and the 
belief that freedom for themselves and for the new land is at hand. Single minded but 
fast moving; a fair supplement to textbook information on the Revolution. Pictures 
by Ray Campbell. (10/15. LC: 56-11531) 


Pastore, Edward W. Dodd, Mead 
AFRICAN SAFARI $3.00 


An immature adventure, as stagey as amateur theatrics, takes 15 year old 

Chet Wagner to Tanganyika and his Uncle Harry for a summer of trapping zoo animals and 
crooks. Uncle Harry's reputation as a good and clever hunter is wide, but on the boat 
Chet runs into Mr. Bishoff, who has been known to hi-jack animals for Red satellite 
countries and for a time their work is blocked by him. Other elements in the story 
include Chet's friendship with Moglie, a native boy who distrusts him at first, and 
the dramatic killing of a leopard who has been terrorizing native villages. Very lit- 
tle bone to the meat here. Illustrated by Victor Dowling. (10/15. LC: 56-8708) 


Rushmore, Helen Harcourt, Brace 
CHIEF TAKES OVER $2.75 


* From books of such widely varying quality as Cowboy Joe of the Circle S (which 
had its humor) and Ghost Cat (a slow moving mystery ) Helen Rushmore has launched into 
something with real wit and circumstantial realism. Randy Roy, an Oklahoma boy in the 
fourth grade, wants a collie very, very badly. And he gets one just like that, a stray 
from a minor auto accident right in front of his house. Though his parents are against 
the idea of keeping Chief, the name Randy promptly gives the dog, his brother Charles, 
in the eighth grade and a future lawyer, helps present the case and win a victory on 
a temporary basis. From then on there is fun and frustration as Chief develops into 
a real personality and Randy, in keeping his new charge out of trouble, develops into 
areal boy. Broad family humor and the simple descriptions of actual happenings, no 
matter how small, are artfully related to keep this going at a merry pace. Drawings 
by Charles Geer. (10/24. LC: 56-10738) 


Steele, William O. Harcourt, Brace 
THE LONE HUNT $2.75 


The Cumberland Mountains in the early 1800's provides the territory in which 
Yancey Caywood, nigh 12 and itching to get away from home and women's work, goes on a 
remarkable hunt and makes a remarkable kill. Smarting at the tasks his widowed mother 
keeps setting for him, Yancey and his dear hound Blue enviously watch his big brother 
Pleasant go off hunting every day. But, once on a walk by himself, Yancey sees the 
tracks of a buffalo and his observations are confirmed by other men in the vicinity. 
When a hunt is organized- for the last buffalo in the Cumberlands- Yancey is allowed 
to go and, in a gripping sequence, kills the old bull himself. The loss of Blue 
shadows his victory but the experience makes a man of the boy. With his excellent 
ear for dialogue and feeling for the period,Steele is at his best here. Pictures by 
Paul Galdone. (10/24. LC: 56-10074) 


Dale, Norman Harper 
THE CASKET AND THE SWORD $2.50 


* A rousing story with overtones of fantasy (though everything in it is abso- 
lutely real) harks back to the Robin Hood qualities of the England in which it is set 
as it carries its modern adventure through from startling beginning to satisfying end. 
It all begins on a post-measles visit of Jeremy, 12, to his Aunt Eleanor, a young 


Wilson, Charles G. 
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painter who lives in a West Country village. When Jeremy arrives one of the first things 

he hears about is Castlecombe, until recently owned by the Palfrey family and now assidu- ’ 
ously guarded by "keepers" who allow no one within the walls. Then one night Jeremy hears 4 
a faintly sounded trumpet call and receives an arrow with a note on it beseeching his neip @ F 
and friendship. Entering the grounds next day, he meets Sal and Clive, the old Earl of 
Castlecombe's grandchildren and they tell him their sad tale. The estate was sold from 
bankruptcy but now there is a hidden treasure which, if found before the new owner can lay 

his hands on it, will save Castlecombe for the Palfreys. Staying hidden and protected 

from an increasingly more vicious bunch of "keepers" forms an exciting prelude to the dis- 
covery of the treasure, which is increased by a new happiness for Aunt Eleanor as well. 
Interesting pictures by Irv Docktor. (10/?.1C :56-10367 ) 


May, Barbara Holt 
BUCKLE HORSE $2.50 


An engaging story, told from a horse's point of view, describes the first years 
of Kentucky-born Fling's life as racehorse and as jumper. Put up for sale when his rich 
owner dies, Fling is bought and trained by Bill, the grandson of a former trainer and a 
neighbor. With Allison, Bill's girl who takes as deep an interest in Fling as he, they 
go to the Gotham and Fling's victory bodes a happy future. But there is an accident on 
the way home and the terrified Fling runs off to be lost in the Pennsylvania hills before 
another man discovers him, trains him to jump magnificently through fear and then disguises 
him for performances. Meanwhile Bill has gone to Korea and Allison is left alone to find 
Fling. Through there is tragedy in the final reunion, when Bill returns with an arm gone, 
Fling's qualities as a buckle horse- characteristically polite and instantaneously respon- 
sive- will make it possible for Bill to carry on his activities. Slight but smoothly told 
and winning. Pictures by Paul Brown.(10/29.1C:56-10036) 


Jane, Mary C. Lippincott 
THE GHOST ROCK MYSTERY $2.25 a 


A patterned story has its comic relief and describes the conversion of an old 
estate into successful tourist lodgings in spite of rumors of ghosts. Janice and Tommy are 
invited to spend the summer on the Maine-Canadian border where their young Aunt Annabelle, 
widowed but headstrong, has bought the old house. When they arrive, the children make friends 
with Grant, of the Canadian Border Patrol, who tells them of the frightening legend con- 
nected with the place- the sound of hoofbeats in a rock has meant death for two people. 
Detecting and discovering leads to a more modern misdemeanor- that of smuggling aliens into 
the U.S.- and to top it off, Aunt Annabelle gets engaged to Grant. Light entertainment with 
Raymond Abel's drawings. (9/#%.1C:56-9269 ) 


Lenski, Lois Lippincott 
FLOOD FRIDAY $2.50 


For a very close likeness to this see Jerrold Beim's Flood Waters (reported on 
p- J-180 of the August lst Bulletin). This to is about the Connecticut floods of last 
year, and in the same manner as the Beim, does little more than recount the emergencies 
and near miseries brought on by the flood. Perhaps there is some real value in this. It 
is told well. Through the things children think of and talk about at such times- the lost 
pets, the quarrels, the worries about where to sleep- we are given a sincere picture of 
human reactions to a flood and an indication of the bravery and goodness it brings out in 
people. But we are also left with the small thought that it may take an act of God to do 
it. Miss Lenski's familiarly styled pictures illustrate the narrative .(9£%¢LC: 56-9901) 


a 


Gf G6 ftv etn 





| 
Williams, Jay & McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
Abrashkin, Raymond DANNY DUNN AND THE ANTI-GRAVITY PAINT $2.50 
Fanciful science fiction, though not as good as Ellen MacGregor's efforts in - 


that direction, nevertheless makes entertaining reading that may set more young geniuses 

to hanging up their own signs. Vastly more interesting to Danny Dunn than school work is 
the project of Professor Bullfinch, the inventor his mother housekeeps for. It all comes 
to a climax one day when Danny upsets the container of anti-gravity paint whick makes objects 
rise to the ceiling and forecasts the solution to the problem of space travel. There follows 
a trip to Mears and Saturn for Danny and another young friend but despite the excitement at 
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the end, both boys take fame calmly and settle down to work for a solid future as sci- 
entists. The pictures are by Ezra Jack Keats. (10/22) 


Youngberg, Norma R. Morrow 
THE QUEEN'S GOLD $275 


Though the story is set in Borneo, a district the author knows, and based on 
fact- the pirate raids of English ships a century ago- it is disappointingly stilted 
and stagy as it recounts an English boy's months of life in a Dyak village. After 
plunder by Pootoos, a pirate in search of East India Company gold, young Steven is sep- 
arated from ship and family, taken in and finally adopted by Dyaks who live near the 
shoree Bucking fear and animosity, Steven wins their respect and love and they come to 
look upon him as a kind of wonder worker. When Pootoos returns and captures Steven, 

a last minute rescue is made possible by the Dyaks, who burn their precious longhouse 
to attract a passing ship. The story is awkwardly told, dependent on breast beating 

and heavy breathing for its drama rather than on actual events. Strong ink drawings 

by Harold Munson.(10/17.LC:56-10789 ) 


Coombs, Charles Westminster 
TREASURE UNDER COYOTE HILL $2.75 


Uranium is discovered by the partners who engineered the other unique busi- 
ness transaction outlined in Celestial Space, Inc. (1954) and the doings, albeit 
zany, provide some lessons in civic management. Brick, Eddie and Jane of Riverdale, 
a town with a water shortage, make a find with their old geiger counter right away 
but,through inexperience, also make a deal with some ne'er do well operators who use 
investors’ money to disadvantage. Though the claim turns out to be poor and the trick- 
ery almost irreparable, the diggings do turn up a new water supply for Riverdale and 
the kids are exonerated from blame. Snappy dialogue makes this move along.(10/15.1¢: 


7225) EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Tolboom, Wanda Coward -McCann 
PEOPLE OF THE SNOW $1.95 


By an author whose individual appreciation for the Innuit (or "the people” 
as the Eskimos call themselves) was shown in an earlier story, The Shining Bird, 
this short study of the inhabitants of the Canadian Arctic is sentimental in tone but 
informative. Divided into the traditional set of chapters on the description of the 
land, housing and shelter, hunting and food, camp activities and festivities and, last- 
ly, the contact with civilization- the material is presented through the daily and 
yearly round of a typical hunter, Kudluk, and his family. It also gives an expected 
view of Eskimo life but from time to time there are touches of description that give 
one a direct rather than removed impression of the North, for example, the technique 
of starting with a particular incident before moving on to generalizations. Illustra- 
ted with maps and photographs. (9/13.10:56-9958) 


Dilliard, Maud Esther Dutton 
AHOY, PEGGY STEWART: , $2.50 


Through this seems deceptively juvenile in manner this is a story that digs 
up a bone of contention through a true incident that caused the people of Annapolis 
heartbreak and consternation just before the Revolutionary War. After the signing of 
the Non-importation Act, the Peggy Stewart, a ship owned by Mr. Stewart, an Annapolis 
merchant, returned with a cargo of tea which had been smuggled aboard her in England. 
To be able to discharge his passengers, the ship's captain had to pay the tea tax. With 
Stewart rumored to hold Tory sympathies, angry Whigs took action, but when the evidence 
was examined they concluded that Stewart and his captain could have done nothing else 
under the circumstances. Nevertheless, a bunch of hot heads, led by a Dr. Warfield, took 
the law into theirown hands and »urned the Peggy Stewart anyway. Though it was definite- 
ly proved the tea was smuggled aboard, Stewart's later removal to the Tory side gives the 
incident an air of unfinished business. Who was right, Warfield or the more temperate 
Whigs? Told through the eyes of eight year old Toby Seymour,whose Uncle Jack had sailed 
aboard the Peggy Stewart, this should help give youngsters some idea that all is not 
straight and true even in a cause so white as freedom. Good. Dramatic drawings by Lor- 
ence F. Bjorklund. (8/27.1C :56-8309 ) 
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Bevans, Michael H. Garden City 

THE BOOK OF REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS $2.95 : 
A survey of North American snakes, lizards, turtles, toads, frogs, newts, sal- é 

amanders and skinks gives out with enough information- both textual and pictorial- to 

keep any reptilophile happy. Each of the author's pictures, full colored and highly 

photographic in style, is accompanied by a description that is short and to the point 

and highlights the main features of its subject; each species group is oriented as to 

region, habits, physical characteristics and so forth. About 125 entries in all. Nice. 

(Publ. LC: 55-9715) 


Peare, Catherine Owens Holt 
ROSA BONHEUR $2.25 


Continuing Mrs. Peare's series of biographies, this adds another title to a 
growing list and in its own quiet way establishes something of Rosa Bonheur's importance 
as a painter and of the many sides of her personality. Almost universally famous as the 
creator of The Horse Fair, almost nothing more is known of her. This will give interested 
youngsters an opportunity to learn more- of her family life which was often struggling and 
sad, of her daring to do many things that were supposed to be for men only, of her long 
apprenticeship and its gratifying results. Not a study that gives much indication of Rosa 
Bonheur's real place in French painting but one that makes a beginning. Illustrated by 
Margaret Ayer. (10/7. LC: 56-10035) 


Nevil, Susan R. McKay 
THE PICTURE STORY OF THE MIDDLE EAST $3.00 


As an introductory survey, this accounts for the Middle East not only as a good 
part of the cradle of our civilization but as a variegated land of today with a fascinating 
mixture of peoples, customs, and states of economic progress. End paper maps (the often 
humorous illustrations are by the author too) define the area which stretches from the 
land west of the Nile in a vast semi-circle around and up to Turkey. A short first sec- 
tion briefly sketches the history of the early civilizations. But as each of the follow- 
ing parts- on the Arabs, Iran, Turkey and Israel- are described, one gets a fuller pic- 
ture of the life, for example of the wild but hospitable nomads who are Arabs as is the 
prosperous Cairo business man, or of ancient Jerusalem contrasted with the modern in a 
city still divided. In its calm attitude, a good antidote to an animosity-ridden dis- 
trict. (8/2h. LC: 56-8598) 


Leekley, Thomas B.- éd. Vanguard 
KING HERLA'S QUEST $2.75 


* Thomas Leekley has done more than edit these stories of Walter Map, priest, 
courtier and chronicler of the l2th century. He has taken and reworked them to give an 
air of modernity and at the same time retained the innocence and canniness that marked | 
the Middle Ages, and Walter Map's own touching humor and wisdom. (King Herla's Quest, 
the title story, is an old legend of the Welsh border country in pre-Anglo Saxon days. 
Herla, whose efforts to win a distant princess are at last rewarded, is at the same time 
committed to a ‘pledge by a dwarf who invites Herla to his own wedding feast a year later 
and there bewitches him and his men so that they are forced to ride the countryside as 
ghostly figures forever. In a different vein is King Appolonides, a story that turns a 
theme of conquest into one of deception and rewards a man for his honesty. Eight stories 
in all, these make delightful reading and fine commentary on an age. Pictures by Johannes 
Troyer. (10/?. LC: 56-12037) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION ee 


Gray, Patsey Coward-McCann 
HEADS UP $2.75 


A girl and a horse have their problems but, amidst a setting of California 
State Fairs and horse shows, they are straightened out with a healthy realism. Peggy, 
an orphan who has lived with a Los Angeles family, the Whites, had also helped train 
jumpers at the stables of a neighbor, Mr. MacGrudgeon. Now she is with him as an 
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exerciser, especially for the touchy apaloosa, Chief, who is entered in the jumping at 
the state fair. Peggy knows Chief reacts strongly to any form of meanness and is able 
to persuade Mr. Macgrudgeon to jump Chief her own way. She also makes friends with the 
Tuckers, a family of trick riders. All goes well until MacGrudgeon, noticing Chief's 
more remarkable abilities, decides to force the horse into spectacular jumps. This, 
added to Peggy's worry about the doubtful Whites, almost shatters the girl's life for 
awhile- until MacGrudgeon's baser motives are discovered and the Tuckers decide to adopt 
Peggy as their own. Drawings by Leonard Shortall have a rough and ready humor. 8 to 
1l's too. (9/4.1L0:56-9954 ) 





























Millholland, Ray Doubleday 
LUCKY SHOES $2.50 


High school football in New Jersey is sparked and won by the efforts of Andy 
Carter who brings more tohis game than the ability to play well. His first problem comes 
with a necessary machine shop course, the hours of which conflict with practice time; 
his second with Ken Blair, a whiz and a braggart whose father thinks he should be given 
even more of a chance. Steady Andy, who concentrates on lesser things like helping the 
B team get ahead, provides a spiritual as well as a material force that sees Riverdale 
win through. (10/18.LC:56-10770) 


Dahl, Borghild Dutton 
THE DAUGHTER $3.00 


A country estate in 19th century Norway is the setting for a serious story 
that examines its sense of values with less realism than its setting. Elise, the fif- 
teen year old daughter of the Haaland farm, is torn between the traditions her parents 
represent and the different kind of life her young Tante Helene began when she married 
Martin, a musician in Vatso. At home, Elise feels hemmed in by the line she is expected 
to toe, a line that starts with the butter she must churn and ends with the boy on a 
neighboring farm she will probably marry. She is delighted with the opportunity to visit 
Helene and Martin but there she finds disillusionment in city ways too shallow for her 
tastes and returns with new convictions to Haaland. But these are unconvincing for Elise 
has only managed to look at things on the surface and accept or reject them without 
due consideration. Illustrated by Hans H. Helweg. (Publ. 10:56-8291) 


Carter, Bruce . Harper | 
SPEED SIX $2.50 


This is full of enough excitement and expectation to make any sports car fan 
envious of Johnny, Danny and Mervyn, three young Britishers who have just started a 
business in Edwardian and Vintage models. Though they are quite out of funds, they own 
one beauty, a 25 year old Bentley they affectionately call Diane. And it is Diane who 
saves their business, for they enter her in the Le Mans race and the excellent crafts- 
manship that made the Bentleys famous wins through over more modern makes. Side plots, 
rivalries and plenty of car talk, supercharged. (10/17.1C: 56-8153) 


Commager, Evan Harper 
COUSINS $2.50 


* A grand romance, that moves through the history of a southern family and 
through the teen-aged lives of three youngsters, creates warmth without sentiment, an 
intelligently broadened view of life and a natural suspense. Debbie Scott and her 
cousin Mark Kendall are old friends, but make a new friend in orphaned Bill Bradford. { 
At tirst the energies ot the trio are principally directed towards finding out where Fel- : 
icity, a remarkable friend of Mark's grandmother, is now. Through old letters and reports | 
from various townspeople, the children are so taken with the idea of a smart woman who was} 
also kind and loving that the thought of her becomes a core of their lives. But they can 
find out only that she lives somewhere in Italy. Then when Bill is given the chance to | 
live and study in Florence with a friend of his father's, the trio is broken. But through} 
letters, college, a trip to Europe for Mark and Debbie, Mark's love for Bill and finally 
Felicity herself- a new world opens up. Good characterizations. (10/17.1C:56-9437) 
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Stolz, Mary Harper 
HOSPITAL ZONE $2.50 





* Mary Stolz's stories are unfailingly good, the kind that show that writing for >» 
the teens can be both realistic and well received, in fact, better received than the or- 
dinary run of comforting moral pointers. This time we meet a new girl in a new environ- 
ment- Honey Kirkwood in her senior year of nurse's training in a Boston hospital. Actually 
her story is nothing more than a character sketch, or a collection of character sketches, 
but, as such and although all but plotless in form, they make memorable young reading as 
an examination of that all important question- what makes people tick? Honey, knows her 
reputation for being a flirt, knows at the same time she is not, and comes to an answer 
or two. She talks exhaustively to people and basically, though she is by no means a cut 
and dried personality, she has the right ideas about them. She wonders at them and ac- 
cepts them as they are- so much so that she can make no attempt to impress the man she 
would most like to and there is a plaintive, questioning ending. An honest book, exciting 
in its dialogue and commentary and provocative understanding. (10/7. LC: 56-8145) 


Arden, Barbi Holt 
REMEMBERED ISLAND $2.75 


A mystery, weepy and sentimental as it uncovers the real author of a poetic best 
seller, is set in lake country near Chicago and begins with a recall of young Rhoda Brown's 
romance with Ken Lee who died in Korea. Still immeasurably woebegone with his loss two 
years ago, Rhoda is returning to look after her Grandmother's tourist home at Idlewild. 
With her goes a copy of Indigo Afternoons, the recently published description of the dis- 
trict by Will Nash, a newsman spending the summer near Idlewild. Rhoda knows that Ken had 
written some things, now lost, but when she meets Preston, Nash's publisher, stories of the 
past begin to fit together to prove that Ken was the author of the book, which he had sent 
Nash from Korea. With the truth is out, Rhoda is free for a new friendship with Ken's a 
friend Peter and to think of a future with him when they have completed their studies in 
music and medicine. But the inner characterizations, necessary to bring more than mere 
action to such a story, are missing. (10/29. LC: 56-6222) 


Hill, Lorna Holt 
CASTANETS FOR CAROLINE $2.75 


* Fans of Sebastian and Veronica (see A Dream of Sadler's Wells and Veronica at 
Sadler's Wells) Will love this story about Caroline, another cousin who figured only as a 
minor character in the other books. At about fifteen and in their country place near Dur- 
ham, Caroline has her attention focussed pretty squarely on Veronica, whose up and coming 
career with the Wells ballet she hopes to duplicate herself. But the thought is not an 
obsession and Caroline has time to get herself embroiled with other people. One of them 
is Angelo Ibanez, a very young Spanish dancer and musician studying in England, whom she 
meets through Sebastian. Two years later when she has been given a try at the Wells, 
Caroline realizes she is not buiit for straight ballet. Angelo, who has made the offer 
before, repeats his request that Caroline become his dancing partner. A bright book, 
bubbly as a glass of champagne and attractively British, this follows through, too, on 
Sebastian's and Veronica's up and down romance- happily. Drawings by Oscar Liebman. 
(10/2. LC: 56-10040) 


Walker, Nona Holt 
KAPPY OLIVER $2.75 

















* Set in the North Carolina town of Yancey City, these high schoel doings are a 
probe of character in a deeply satisfying and often humorous way. Kappy, a Philadelphia - 
giri sent to southern relatives while her parents are in Europe, has her own particuler 

problem in seeing whether or not she can get along on her own- without the sociel protec- 

tion of her father who is a well known commercial artist. But her cousin Till, a girl with 

an emotionally unstable background as well as some outstanding gifts, has even worse com~ 
plications. Brutually frank and a fine speaker, Till plans to study law but her headstrong 
disregard for the feelings of others makes her more enemies than friends with the people at 
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school and at home. But, commissioned by Cousin Bessie, the more steadfast Kappy 
takes a hand in steadying Till and both girls, each in their own way, do each other 
* a lot of good. This is very forthrightly told and captures the feeling of life in a 
Southern town quite completely. Illustrated by Veronica Reed. (10/7) 


Gilligan, Edmund Knopf 
SHOE THE WILD MARE $2.50 


A slight story, written with too much of an effort to be artistic, this does 
not make as much as it could of its central idea. Daniel, a Nova Scotia farm boy, over- 
hears an offer made to his father one day for the puchase of his stallion, Limerick, to 
improve the depleted stock on isolated Sable Island. Because he knows his father needs 
the money, Daniel decides to comply with the offer and goes as Limerick's guardian to see 
him settled in his new surroundings. But there is an immediate sense of something amiss. 
The Sable Island mares will not come to Limerick, who is shod and smells of man. Another 
element, too, concerns itself with the fact that the stallions as a group must kill or be 
killed to win their mares. Limerick, now unshod but also unused to fighting and the wild 
life of the Island is loosed to a gnashing, gashing bunch against which he cannot hope to 
defend himself without the help of shoes. There is one horrible night, but Daniel comes 
to help and he and Limerick acquit themselves well and a sensible decision is made to send § 
boy and horse back home. But the narrative is precious and sentimental. Heavy prints, 
by Richard Zennett, also have a sweet quality. (8/20.10:56-8894 ) 


De Leeuw, Adele & Paradis, Marjorie Macmillan 
DEAR STEPMOTHER $2.75 


A slick story, peopled with privileged characters, whose movement in the more 
exclusive circles is offset by their outspoken sincerity, outlines a year in boarding 
school, painful for Cornelia Hastings as the first extended time away from her father who 

| € is a famous and widowed writer. A senior at her Westchester school, Nelie learns a thing 
or two about people her own age and loses some of the contempt she formerly had for them. 
But a nagging worry is gushy socialite Mrs. Frances Walden, obviously out to snag Mr. 
Hastings partly through trying to win over Nelie. A turn for the better comes through 
the Dudleys. While on an article writing stint in South America, Mr. Hastings arranges 
for Nelie to stay with Helen Dudley, a fine woman who has typed up his manuscripts and is 
the widowed mother of two. There Nelie has her first taste of healthy family life, loves 
it and is only too glad when her father also enters the fold and decides to marry Helen. 
Easy. (10/9,10:56-11572) 


Emery, Anne Macrae Smith 
| SWEET SIXTEEN $2.75 


A sequel to County Fair and Hickory Hill takes Jane Ellison through some more 
problematical months on a corn belt farm. Inexplicably sad at the end of her sophomore 
year in high school, Jane finds herself griping too often about the things other people 
do, feeling jealous of her younger sister Judy who gets good marks at school, and so 
forth. But a change or two in the routiic, the most important of which is the arrival 
of a new teacher, with romantic problems of her own, make a change in Jane too. Not the b- 
deepest of reading matter, but an easy-to-take tonic for the teens. (10/?.1C:56-10437) 


lyon, Jessica | Macrae-Smith | 
THE PROUD AIR $2.75 : 


A troubled first year of romance ends happily as Lynn Aherne and Jeff Conshay, 
both used to easy lives, learn to adjust and cope with a few hard knocks. From families 
who have lived attractive suburban lives near New York City, Lynn and Jeff fall in love 
at first sight and get engaged over their first dinner together. They have jobs and are 

e aware of social responsibilities but only to some degree. Mr. Aherne's illness, bringing 
near bankruptcy for the family, throws marriage plans out of the question for awhile. In 
the beginning Lynn's and Jeff's weaknesses- their impatience and their intolerance of 
others- comes to the fore but as they realize they must work it out the hard way, their 
view of other people is softened by understanding. A side plot and minor mystery brings 
a monetary reward too. (10/?.1C:56-10438) 3 
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Hayes, John F. 
BUGLES IN THE HILLS $2.95 Ww 





A rather weak story is more valuable in the information it relays than the ma- 
chinations by which its culprits are captured. It is about the Canadian West in 1874, 
fast, bad Fort Whoop Up, and the beginnings of law in a lawless country when the Canadian 
Mourited Police became a force to be felt. Its hero, 15 year old Bill Walton, comes into 
contact with the Mounties after a wagon train which he and his father are helping to run 
has been broken up by a scuffle with smugglers who escape. Anxious to help track them, 
Bill works with the Mounties and in the end wins a place on the force himself. But aside 
from a certain period atmosphere, his adventures are straight cops and robbers. (10/%. /< 
LC: 56-10687 ) 


Witton, Dorothy Romance for Young Moderns- Messner 
CROSSROADS FOR CHELA $2.95 


A story of simple virtues presents a small segment of the Indian problem in 
Mexico with a fortunate solution for one family. .Chela, her parents and her grandmother 
are Tarascans who live in the Michoacan Sierra and make a small living by selling pine 
shingles from the trees in the forest. But even this is shut off as a means of subsis- 
tence when a wealthy landowner usurps the cutting rights in the district. Though Chela 
and her family think this is a government and not a personal action, the truth of the 
matter is revealed to them through Chela's friendship with Lorrie Kimberley, an American 
boy whose father is a geologist. In the end the Kimberleys invite Chela to live with 
them and study in Mexico City- a step that means the abandoning of useless supersti- 
tions for the education that will help people to be able to stand up for their rights. 
But the accent is definitely on American help. (10/%. LC: 56-10443) 


< 7 
Cavanna, Betty a Morrow 
THE BOY NEXT DOOR $2.75 e 


Healthy boy-girl fare by a practiced hand also interjects the theme of hot rod- 
ding and solves some mild social problems. Friends since childhood, Jane Howard and Ken 
Sanderson can look forward to an increasingly happy relationship in their last years of 
high school, but there are the beginnings of trouble when Ken's love of engines bears 
fruit in the purchase of a car, an old Cadillac, for $300. Conscientious as he is about 
caring for it and driving it safely, Ken's enthusiasm gets him into hot water and there 
is the inevitable accident and“a quarrel with Jane. But Jane, who is a very level-headed 
girl, steps in to repair matters with a suggestion for an organized Road Runners club, 
an idea that goes over with everyone. Light. (10/17. LC: 56-9716) 





© 






Styles, Showell Vanguard 
THE LOST GLACIER $2.75 


A fanciful but fast moving adventure of mountaineering in the Himalayas not 
only reveals Chinese ambitions in regard to Nepal but solves the mystery of the Abominable 
Snowman as well. Climbing in Wales, two young friends, Slab Fortescue and Tim Wynant, 
meet Hugh Pendexter, the famous explorer of the Himalayas, who asks them to go along with 
him on a forthcoming and secret mission to now reconnoiter a hitherto unmapped valley be- 
tween Tibet and Nepal. Other members of the party include a doctor who is'sure he will 
find the Yetis in the valley and two European climbers who turn out to be Communist agents. 
Their expedition climaxes in a battle in which Hugh, Tim and Slab escape from the Chinese 
and the Yetis (who are a hairy primitive people) help win by an avalanche which closes off 
their valley from the public forever. Something new, anyway. (10/2. LC: 56-120h1) 





Friendlich, Dick Westminster 
CLEAN UP HITTER $2.75 
Clay Norris, 19 and a member of the Detroit Tigers farm system, is a promising S 





hitter with the Easton Flyers and is given his chance when his manager moves him up to 
the San Gabriel team as first baseman. There Clay suffers through a slump and some quar- 
rels before good advice, determination and help from a pitcher he had once thought an 
enemy set Clay on his feet and return his hitting power. (10/15. LC: 56-8414) 




















August 15, 1956 Twelve to Sixteen- Fiction- continued 581 (J-207) 





Hall, Marjory Westminster 
MIRROR, MIRROR $2.75 


Another life adjustment story by the author of Greetings from Glenna, Orchids 
for Anita etc. is heavier on social matters than grey matter but presents a healthy and 
reasonable outcome for an ugly duckling who decides to go to college. But the interim 
for Kim Mason- the year she spends at home after high school and working in the person- 
nel department of a local china factory- proves revealing in human relationships. There 
is Howie, a young salesman and one of the first men to take an interest in Kim. But 
because of her former inferiority complex, Kim spurns Howie's brusque advice- that she 
go to college- and they break for a time. Trying to forget him, Kim befriends Christine, 
a girl with a sense of values about boys and life that is only skin deep, and the reve- 
lation sends Kim back to Howie and a future of study. (10/15. LC: 56-8415) 


Keating, Lawrence A. Westminster 
KID BROTHER $2.75 


Lamar High School in Illinois is once more the setting for the story of an- 
other boy and another theme, honestly written but not as thoroughgoing as False Start 
(1955). Tom Bentley, a junior, is beset with a big brother problem. Everything he 
does is judged in comparison to the standards set by Deke, now a baseball player and 
former B.M.O.C. at Lamar. Sorely chafing under the goals expected of him by his elders, 
Tom turns tail and begins to flub the dub in both studies and sports. But the chance 
to talk with Deke, who understands and who has his own problems, help from his girl in 
French and trig, and hard work for a basketball team undermined when some of its members 
break training, put Tom on the right track and win him due honors. (10/15. LC:56-7101) 


Kroll, Harry Harrison Westminster 
MY HEART'S IN THE HILLS $2.75 


More about Barbara Estwicke and her mining engineer fiance Bill (see Summer 
Gold 1955) takes them through another season of romance, quarrels and work, and aligns 
them more definitely for the march down the aisle. Again the setting is the North 
Carolina mountains where Barbara has put her inherited land to work as a girls' camp. 
Bill helps, but one of the girls has a crush on him that upsets Barbara's emotional 
equilibrium and for a time she turns to forester Bob Giles for consolation. However 
Bob's practical and loveless view of life and Bill's forgiving humor soon send her back 
to the right man and the right kind of working partnership. Predominantly sentimental 
and fawning. (10/15. LC: 56-722) 


Meyers, Barlow Westminster 
FIREBALL $2.75 


Another efficiently written western by the author of The Last of the Wild 
Stallions and Tumbleweed takes for its theme a boy and a horse and embroiders it with 
the boy's making of a new life for himself. An orphan in his mid teens, Dave Yule is 
boarded out at Three Rivers Ranch for his last months at Idaho Children's Orphanage and 
as the book opens there are the beginnings of a deep mutual respect between Dave and 
Big John Benedict, Three Rivers’ owner. But there is trouble too, both in the myster- 
ious loss of calves and heifers and in Sandy, Big John's nephew and a mean, irresponsi- 
ble youth to whom he had hoped to give the ranch someday. Dave and Hobe, the wrangler, 
teamed up with Fireball, the stallion who learns to love Dave, solve both problems as a 
statewide ring of rustlers is revealed, with Sandy a member of their ranks. With Big 
John's esteem now thoroughly his, Dave is adopted as a son and groomed for a future as 
a rancher himself. Predictable but smooth. (10/15. LC: 56-9296) 


Sandoz, Mari Westminster 
THE HORSECATCHER $2.75 


Set in the days after the white man's coming but when herds of buffalo still 
roamed the western plains is the story of a young Cheyenne told with the minute details 
of movement, custom and emotion which characterize this writer's work. Its central 
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theme is Young Elk's struggle to be himself- a non-warrior in a warrior tribe. With his 
peaceful tendencies and his love of animals, especially horses, uppermost, there is a 
third concern with the boy's realization that he is something of a misfit. Getting to 
his beloved animals brings him trouble in the form of censure from contemporaries and S 
elders but at the last they recognize in him the true values of a tamer and trainer. 
Though simply carried out, the story thread is strengthened by its very quietude, its 
thoughtful examination of an Indian mind and the interweaving not only of Cheyenne cus- 
toms but the lives of the other Plains tribes- Comanche, Ute and Kiowa.. oy ka LC:56-8429) 
apr Oy 4 7 
Westminster 
RIVER DUEL $2.75 


Stoutenberg, Adrian 


A rather humorous interlude in Iowa solves a fisherman's mystery in an intri- 
guing kind of way. Young Brig Wheeler and a friend, out fishing on the Wanata River 
one day, catch a glimpse of a man fully dressed escaping from the water and then comes 
across a packet of money the man had obviously dropped. As one thing leads to another, 
an escaped convict named Gopher Gus is turned up as a bank robber. But the biggest cat- 
fish in the river has to be caught before Gus' unique hiding place is revealed. Catchy. 
(10/15. LC: 56-7100) 


Summers, James L. | Westminster 
OFF THE BEAM | $2.75 


Though the theme and the manner of playing it out will ove as familiar as last 
year's Christmas tree to Mr. Summers’ readers, they will not quarrel with it. Off the 
beam here is Arnold Thompson, of southern California and of late high school age, a boy 
who is going through that painful phase in which his parents think he is about as odd 
as he thinks they are. Yes, Arnold is pretty gauche. But all is not lost. Along with 
the projects of the school year, the upsets and pacifications at home and in the class- J 
room and the dogged determination to be a good guy, Arnold begins to learn a thing or 
two about people, girls and himself and that knowledge brings its rewards. Cheery and 
at times uproariously funny. (10/15. LC: 56-7102) 











Young, John Richard Westminster 
ARIZONA CUTTING HORSE $2.75 












More about the Reveres and their Cross 5 ranch (see Arabian Cow Horse and 
Champion of the Cross 5) recounts the further efforts of Don, his father Big Mike, and 
Don's friend Clare Stannard, to make a good name as stock horses for their string of 
Arabians. There is too a new friend and problem for Don in Bill O'Leary, whose father 
had saved Mike's life in World War II and who now faces readjustment as an underprivi- 
leged city boy to a healthier life on the ranch. A routine western, but with its at- 
tention on brisk dialogue, better than average. (10/15. LC: 56-8410) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Heroes of God Series Association 
10/15 ea. $2.00 





















* Brown, Slater- LUKE, MISSIONARY DOCTOR- The best of the lot, this begins with 
Luke as a young intern in Antioch practicing on gladiators and victims wounded in the arena. 
In this manner he comes across Horsa, a young Briton, and a Christian thrown to the lions 
for his faith. Though their acquaintance is not renewed for some time, Horsa's faith be- 
gins to have its effect on Luke and to give Festus, his fellow worker and future brother- 
in-law, a greater power in the family. For the calculating Festus poisons Luke's father & 
against him and, with this added stimulus, Luke leaves his family together and joins both 
Barnabas and Paul, eventually to set up a practice in Rome. Biblical detail is good and 

gives something of a feeling for Luke's recreation of Jesus' life and aside from this the 

book is a very readable story too. The threads of romance are tied when Daphne, Luke's 

sister, abandons Festus for Horsa. (LC: 56-9184) 
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Jenkins, Sara- AMOS, PROPHET OF JUSTICE- This reinterpretation of the events 
in Amos' life- his origins as a shepherd boy of Judah- and his rise to preach against 
the tribute exacted from Judah by Israel- is intended to show in his beliefs the ker- 
nels of the modern concept of the goodness of God. As a narrative it moves well, 
though there is possibly less interest in the life of an Amos than there would be in 
the life of a Luke. With Amos' knowledge of Israel stemming from his uncle Jedidiah, 
Judah's ambassador to Israel, suspense is built up through the question of slavery 
and brought to a climax with Amos' prophetic denouncements of Jeroboam. (LC:56-9182) 


Jones, Juanita Nuttall & McKendry, James Banford- DEBORAH, THE WOMAN WHO 
SAVED ISRAEL- A well paced and understanding account of Deborah and her life as a girl, 
as a judge and as the spirit behind Israel's defeat of Canaan. The narrative begins 
when Deborah and her family, on the move in the desert, are stopped by the sandstorm 
that introduces them to Leppidoth. There is a connection between Leppidoth's problems 
and the smoldering animosity between Israel and Canaan in that Leppidoth's father has 
probably become a slave. While he hunts for his father, Leppidoth offers his land to 
Deborah's family. As he ends his quest there is a measure of happy married life for 
the two young people and Deborah's reputation as a peacemaker grows. Then as trouble 
flares anew, Leppidoth is killed and Deborah is left alone to help Barak, the Israel 
commander, to win a decisive battle. (LC: 56-9186) 


Levinger, Elma Ehrlich- ELIJAH, PROPHET OF THE ONE GOD- The story of the 
fiery Elijah, and his one man battle against heathen Jezebel and the power she had 
over Israel through her hold on King Ahab, is circumspectly told but faithful in its 
characterizations of the times and of the dichotomy between the monotheistic faith of 
the Israelites and the pagan religion imported by Jezebel from Sidon. In the three 
main characters there is a good illustration of individual traits- Elijah's devotion 
which was strong enough to move spiritual mountains, Ahab's doubting fears and Jeze- 
bel's crass love of luxury and authority. A good expansion of a part of the Bible that 
shows the struggle between God and Mammon in bold relief. (LC: 56-9185) 


Williams, Albert N.- JOHN MARK, FIRST GOSPEL WRITER- Mark came from a wealthy 
Jerusalem family and his story is interesting to contrast with Luke's. As the first 
one of Jesus' chroniclers to have a direct contact with the Messiah, he met the Gali- 
leans when his mother allowed them the use of a room in their house to hold a Passover 
celebration. There is an interesting problem too, in Basilleus, the Greek, who thought 
it only right that he could pledge his faith directly to Christianity without follow- 
ing Simon Peter's injunction that he first become a Jew. The future for Mark held a 
break with tradition too: he wrote down what had formerly been handed on by word of 
mouth. His life as a missionary with Simon Peter led to friendship with the converted 
Paul and in Rome, with Seneca. (LC: 56-9183) 


Ludden, Allen Dodd, Mead 
PLAIN TALK FOR WOMEN UNDER 21: $2.75 


Cheerfully written advice for girls in their teens (by the author of Plain 
Talk for. Men Under 21.and popular current TV performer and producer ) views present 
day courtship with present day eyes and tells how to behave, get dates, and think 
sanely about the future within the limits of currently accepted mores. Chapters deal 
with the expected topics: going steady, being natural, table manners, pickups, parents, 
education, clothes and make up- all stressing a blend of naturalness and conservatism. 
There is little new and the boys still have the edge on social freedoms. But the mar- 
ket for this kind of book is ever wide. (10/15. LC: 56-9344) 


Muir, Jean Dodd, Mead 
FAMOUS DANCERS $3.00 — 


About a dozen famous European and American dancers, both modern and ballet, 
have been included in this collection of biographical sketches about them. Togliati 
comes first and with her a small critique of early ballet that sets the policy for the 
rest of the book- to define each dancer as a contributor to the art as well as a per- 
sonality. The author does both well in her limited space. Through lives of Pavlova, 
Markova, Isadora Duncan, Nijinsky, Graham, Youskevitch and others- which comment on 
the unfortunate as well as the successful- we have a small history of contemporary 
dance too. Photographs. (10/15. LC: 56-10920) 
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Yates, Raymond F. Harper 
FASTER AND FASTER $2.50 
A symposium on speed, by the author of numerous non-fiction books on subjects & 


ranging from jets to antiques, surveys the scale of velocities from the human foot tra- 
veller on to the fastest objects dreamed up by man. The introductory chapter is on the 
relative speed of things; Mr. Yates explains quite well how an auto racing along at sixty 
miles an hour is as an inch worm in comparison to the rate at which the planets move 
through space. Going on then to the different velocities we know on Earth, he comments 
on animals, birds, balls struck and thrown, two-wheeled vehicles, sleds, bullets, trains, 
boats and fianlly the speed of sound and the heat barrier. Fascinating subject matter 
which may give the speed demons a healthier respect for the bug. Photographs. (10/17. 
LC: 56-5155) 

Beals, Carleton Holt 

ADVENTURE OF THE WESTERN SEA $2.75 


A creditable account of an important segment of early American seafaring de- 
tails the voyage that resulted in the discovery of the Columbia River and focusses parti- 
cularly on the role of Captain Robert Grey of the Lady Washington. In 1787 Grey and 
Kendrick, as captain of the Columbia and chief of the expedition, set out on a trip around 
the world that had political as well as economic purposes, for the United States, as a 
young country, was ready to play for a real position in the shipping world. Part of the 
expedition's task was to go north to get furs for the China trade, and this they did with 
the aid of Cook's maps. But all was not hard work, excitement and tough sailing. The 
character of Kendrick had to be reckoned with too for he had a temperament and a thirst. 
Grey's attempts to get on with him were sincere but fruitless and Grey ended up as chief, 
the man whose .entry into the mouth of the Columbia, which had hitherto been hidden by fog, 
opened up a new business empire. Serious and attentive also to the many side episodes 
with the Indians, the Spanish and the British who had already planted their seed in the 
northwest. Pictures by Jacob Landau. (10/7) 4 


Hastings, Macdonald | | Knopf 
THE SEARCH FOR THE LITTLE YELLOW MEN $3.00 


The author's search, in the Kalahari Desert of central Africa, for the tribe of 
bushmen who come close to being the most aboriginal people on Earth, has been written up 
especially for young people and as a junior introduction to anthropology and the excite- 
ment that can go with it, makes interesting reading. Inspired by an uncle who was a 
hunter, Mr. Macdonald had Africa at heart from boyhood and this expedition was the cul- 
mination of a childhood dream. It was a makeshift party that made its way into the desert. 
But with the help of no more than a faithful photographer, Chris Ware, a young mechanic, 
John Currye, a couple of native boys and an old truck, Macdonald found his little yellow 
men. It was quite by accident one day when one of them happened to come running up to 
him out of the bush but their few following days together provided valuable further know- 
ledge of these men who were still living in the stone age. Actually the time with the 
bushmen is a small part of a book otherwise filled with the exigencies of going on safari, 
but it forms a core of healthy and fascinating experiences. Photographs. (10/15.LC:56-8899) 














Morison, Samuel Eliot Knopf 
THE STORY OF THE "OLD COLONY" 7 $3.50 


* This is an excellent and absorbingly written account of the reasons why the 
Pilgrim Fathers settled the original colony of Plymouth and, afterwards, what they and 
their first generation descendants did towards establishing themselves and their way of 
living. Showing his abilities as a historian for young people as well as adult readers, 
Mr. Morison presents the kind of text that is clear and explanatory yet thoroughly adult 
in concept. In relating the history of Plymouth, first things come first and he starts 
with the backgrounds of the two Williams, Bradford and Brewster, and their operations 
in the religious climate of an England which made it more dangerous to be a Separatist 
than to join a Communist cell today. Through the familiar periods of Pilgrim history- 
the sojourn in Holland, the Mayflower voyage, the first terrible winters, Indian 
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relationships, growth and the development of trade and so forth- there is the observa- 
tion of the bad along with the good, the comment for example that theirs was a nosy 
government even though its concepts contributed to the ideal of freedom. To the very 
last page an arresting book and one that may well become a standard volume for supple- 
mentary reading in American history. Substantial and attractive drawings by Charles 
He Overly. (10/15. LC: 56-8893) 


King, Marian- text by Lippincott 
7 PORTRAIT OF JESUS $2.75 


An idea with an ageless appeal has been well executed by Marian King, whose 
A Gallery of Children presented a similarly styled collection of paintings from the 
old masters and commentaries to place them in time and theme. Again the pictures have 
been chosen from the collection of religious paintings in Washington's National Gallery. 
With appropriate selections from each of the four gospels, they portray the chronological 
sequence of Jesus' life from the Annunciation to the Resurrection and, representative of 
the widely varying schools of art in Europe from the 13th to the 17th centuries, they 
- make a fine dual introduction to artistic and religious history. There are twenty-nine 
monochrome reproductions in all. (9/19.1C:56-927+4 ) 


Wohlrabe, Raymond A. & Portraits of the Nations Series- Lippincott 
Krusch, Werner THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF AUSTRIA $2.75 - 


Province by province, this is an attractive survey of an attractive land. In 
their first chapters the authors comment on Austria's general features- cities and moun- 
tain towns, industry and agriculture and gaiety- and briefly on the pageant of her history 
from the Middle Ages and on through the Hapsburgs, the Turkish War and to the 19th century. 
Continuing, their descriptions are of the districts- Vorarlberg famous for skiing, hydro- 
electricity and textiles, the Tyrol with its sounds of yodelling and cowbells, Styria where | 
iron is made, Salzburg and Vienna for music. Though this type of division is textbookish, jf 
the information is not too obtrusive and intended to produce a feeling for the country 
rather than a collection of facts about it. Iast chapters on aspects of culture and re- 
cent history bring it up to date. Photographs. (9/?.1C:56-9275) 


Elkon, Juliette Shelf of Biographies— Messner 
EDITH CAVELL: Heroic Nurse $2.95 


Though this is told without the sense of realism that could have given Edith 
Cavell's story more force, it is a faithful, sympathetic biography of a great person. 
Born and brought up in an English vicarage, Edith Cavell's inclinations were geared to 
helping others from childhood; one of the first big things she accomplished was fund- 
raising for, and the establishment of, a small sunday school- on her own initiative. As 
a@ young woman, she thought of teaching then abandoned the idea because of a lack of self- 
confidence and became for a time a governess in a Belgian family. The connection helped 
alter the course of her later life, for, after becoming a nurse at home again, she was 
asked to head training in the Belgian Red Cross- where she came to her tragic end in 
World War I. The events arehere- but described in a protective way as if to shield 
readers and cushion them from having to face things as they actually were. (10/2. LC: 56-10448) mm 


Schoor, Gene abil 
JOE DIMAGGIO: The Yankee Clipper $2.95 






































A sympathic run-through of DiMaggio's life and career, this is somehow guieter 
in tone than Schoor's other baseball biographies have been. There is less adulation and 
the facts are allowed to speak more for themselves. As a fisherman's son in San Francisco, 
DiMaggio knew a discordant childhood because he did not want to folow in the family busi- 
ness and, through his successful years as a player, there runs a note of sadness for he 
seemed a basically lonely man. The reasons for it are not as fully examined as they might 
have been but the appraisal seems frank as far as it goes and of course there is plenty of 
training and stadium description for the fans. Photographs. (10/%. LC 3256-10455 ) 
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Williams, Beryl & Epstein, Samuel Shelf of Biographies- Messner 
FRANCIS MARION: Swamp Fox of the Revolution $2.95 




























Adding to the lesser known phases of the Revolutionary War and to the better 
books about it, comes this latest biography from a prolific and capable writing team. 
Basing their account on early source material of the period, the thoughts Marion's con- 
temporaries held of him, and on later more definitive works, the authors have done an 
excellent reporting job on the character of quiet, small, yet fibrously tough Marion and 
the Carolina he managed to terrorize and finally win back from the brutish Tarleton. The 
method of recounting his remarkable exploits and surprise tactics is solid; it digs back 
into Marion's Huguenot background and the slowly developing anti-Tory sympathies in the 
South before the war began. The long years of campaigning in the swamps, defeat, and 
the small victories that accumulated are treated in a manner that lets exciting facts 
speak for themselves- a refreshingly sensible kind of historical approach in a field 
crowded with too much sympathy and sentiment. (10/15. LC: 56-10442) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Relisted for. Young Adults’ Fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Carter, Bruce- SPEED SIX Harper 
Commager, Evan- COUSINS Harper 
Hall, Marjory- MIRROR, MIRROR Westminster 
Hill, Lorna- CASTANETS FOR CAROLINE Macrae-Smith 
Stolz, Mary- HOSPITAL ZONE Harper 
Walker, Nona- KAPPY OLIVER Holt 
Streeter, Edward Harper 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, MR. BAXTER $3.00 


Logical to nonsensical events leading up to Christmas in the Baxter family re- 
cord the unsuccessful attempts of Mr. Baxter, now a grandfather, to cut down on all the 
ridiculous expense and be sensibly budgetary about the whole thing. He becomes an old 
Scrooge to his family, but as the determination wears thin there is all the madness of 
the season in New York and, with the presents, a happy feeling for himself. Pictures 
by Dorothea Warne Fox. (Full report on p. 539. 10/3) 


Innes, Hammond Knopf 
THE WRECK OF THE MARY DEARE $3.75 


A new adventure story again offers some excellent excitement and the sea this 
time is an implacable opponent. During a channel crossing John Sands boards what appears 
to be a phantom ship and is stranded aboard with her only survivor, Patch, who is uncon- 
municative about the Mary Deare's past. After formal enquiries are launched it is only 
through a perilous trip to the wreck of the Mary Deare that Patch is able to redeem his 
record and return his debt to Sands. (Full report on p. 344. 10/22. LC: 55-9262) 










Mosk, Fern & Taylor, Anne Simon & Schuster 
PRESS ON REGARDLESS $2.95 








* These “Confessions of a Sports Car Addict" consist of Prudence's letters from 
California back home to her mother and they thunderbird through some funny to frantic in- 
cidents. Having reconstructed a Mercedes Benz in her bedroom, Prudence goes to work for 
Eric, who has a showroom and appreciates only Prudence's pure automotive soul.. But, cars 
or no, Eric finally sees Prudence's charms as a woman as well and, after a gust of events 
that is young, fresh and Ivy League capped throughout, they wed. Nothing wrong with 
this transmission. (Full report on p. 538. 9/?. LC: 56-1118)) 
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Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Ludden, Allen- PLAIN TALK FOR WOMEN UNDER 21: Dodd, Mead 
Morison, Samuel Eliot- THE STORY OF THE "OLD COLONY" Knopf 
Murray, Marian Appleton-Century-Crofts 

CIRCUS: From Rome to Ringling $7.95 


An analysis, history and detailed chronicle- this is the evolution of the 
present day circus, so recently ending its expected and well-loved tours. All the way 
back to the individual components long ago, the text covers circus life from Egypt, 
which knew equilibrists and prestidigitators, on through Greece and Rome, the Renais- 
sance world and the America of Barnum- and gives full scope to a towering family tree. 
Illustrated. (Full report on p. 562. 10/f< LC: 56-9129) 

2 i 


Skelton, Peter- Ed. John Day 
ANIMALS ALL $3.75 


A warm and treasurable anthology for all lovers of animals presents fifteen 
stories which form a unique collection. Its central idea was to search out stories 
that focus on animals themselves rather than humanized versions of them or the people 
they come into contact with. To this end contributors are "Elephant Bill" Williams, 
Ernest Thompson Seton, Jack London, Carl Van Vechten, Albert Payson Terhune, Maurice 
Maeterlinck- an impressive and obliging group. (Full report on p.552. 9/20.LC:56-10217 ) 


Croy, Homer Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
} LAST OF THE GREAT OUTLAWS $3.75 


The biographical tally on Cole Younger, who was the end of an era, follows 
the career of a man who rode to rob and occasionally to kill and who, when he retired 
after a long prison sentence, went out lecturing and preaching that crime does not pay. 
Quantrill, Jesse James, and Belle Starr are among the other characters that figure in 
this first and most complete story of the outlaw that is both sympathetic and dramatic 
in interest. (Full report on p. 550. 8/22. LC: 56-9583) 


Aymar, Brandt- fd. Greenberg 
TREASURY OF SNAKE LORE $5.00 


An ophidian omnibus gathers material from many sources, omitting the scien- 
tific. From the Bible, the classics, from novels and poetry come tales and incidents 
of snakes and the range is from short stories and tall tales to essays and personal 
adventures. Ambrose Bierce, Hudson, Darwin, Ditmars, Thoreau and Hawthorne are among 
the many contributors in a book that should have its fascination for the countless 
among us absorbed in the mysteriousness that is the snake. Satisfying. (Full report 
on p. 553. 9/20) 


Woodbury, David Harcourt, Brace 
| LET ERMA DO IT $4.50 


A lay survey of the industrial roles of automation devices concerns machines 
able to perform useful functions and to regulate, adapt and reconstitute their own 
operations as the need arises. Many specific examples are given in this glib, enthu- 
siastic portrayal, styled a cut above Time and a cut below Scientific American. Men 
and boys will gravitate. (Full report on p. 565. 10/10. LC: 56-11297) 


Harvey, Paul Hanover House 
THE REST OF THE STORY $2.95 


A book of bite-size pieces tell the rest of the story about, and behind, 
literary and historical events already of common knowledge. There is Mother Goose, 
whose son-in-law was so incensed by her ribbing of royalty that he published her ver- 
ses to provoke. There is Thomas More who had to convince his small pox-ridden wife 
with the lovely "Believe me, of all your endearing young charms”. These and other 
incidents provide a good time in a lightly ingratiating book. (Full report on p.563. 
10/6. LC: 56-9395) 
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Zapoleon, Marguerite Harper 
THE COLLEGE GIRL LOOKS AHEAD $5.00 
eeeTo Her Career Opportunities, and this is an overview of the many occupations i 


ahead for which education will have equipped her. From homemaking to law or the sciences, 
each chapter discusses the features of the particular type of work- personal qualifications, 
training, available openings,etc. Excellent coverage. (Full report on p.550.8/22.LC:56-9080 ) 


Lawrence, Robert Nelson 
THE WORLD OF OPERA $3.50 


A man who knows his field walks up the aisle of the opera world, pointing out 
its properties and discoursing on them with decisive gusto. Besides the repertoires and 
traditions, the famous singers, managers and producers, Mr. Lawrence talks about the place 
of the amateurs who are in a position to encourage professionals as well as to perform at 
home- and he sees a salutary future for opera here. (Full report on p.554.9/2h.LC:56-11461) 


Lindbergh, Anne Morrow Pantheon 
THE UNICORN And Other Poems $2.75 


This volume presents the poetic versions of almost the same themes as Gift 
from the Sea and is geared for a like popularity. Where in the former book the thoughts 
were laced rigidly together on a schematic formula having to do with the sea and its 
shells, they are caught up here in a new freshness which will have its appeal to women 
who experience many of these emotions in common. Essentially light but of a quality to 
win orgs aa! a place among outstanding women poets. (Full report on p. 551. 9/10. 
LC: 56-9810 


Hill, Ralph Nading Rinehart 
WINDOW IN THE SEA $3.50 


An account of the development of the Marineland Studios in Florida provides an a 
informal acquaintance with the methods of securing and satisfying the sea creatures who 
live there and yields adventures and discoveries about their habits. Along with the many 
anecdotes of chase and care, there are comments about cohabitation, deep sea terrors, feed- 
ing and the like. Easy schooling. Illustrations. (Full report on p.508. 9/24. LC:56-9133) 





Barnes, Eric Scribner 
THE MAN WHO LIVED TWICE $5.00 


-eewas Edward Sheldon whose career as a playwright skyrocketed early and whose 
life as an invalid, crippled and blind, brought him a world of loving and loyal friendships. 
Fostered by his mother and brought closer by Harvard, his love for the theatre led to act- 
ing parts and to plays produced, and when illness came, the following he had won was anxious 
to keep him company, interested and amused. He in turn was able to comfort and encourage 
others and never let his illness have a dampening effect. Eugene O'Neill called him "one 
of the rare ones", and the appeal of Sheldon's life extends beyond the footlights in its 
humanity and courage. (Full report on p. 505. 9/19. LC: 56-9882) 


Einstein, Charles- Fd. Simon & Schuster 
THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF BASEBALL $5.00 


A big bonanza for any fan, over 100 players are on the squad here and range from 
sports writers to players to humorists and on through a miscellany of great personalities 
and performers. Rice, Considine, Cobb, Feller, Thurber, F.P.A., Wodehouse and even Tallu- 
leah Bankhead are the names you will recognize in a book that presents something for all 
tastes- assuming the one predilection. (Full report on p. 472. 9/?. LC: 56-9913) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

410 (J-142) Prudden, Bonnie- IS YOUR CHILD REALLY FIT?- $2.50 to $2.95 (Harper 

434 (J-146) Frazier, Neta Lhones- SECRET FRIEND- 8/22 to 9/19 (Longmans, Green) 

480 (J-168) Treece, Henry- VIKING'S DAWN- 8/23 to 9/10 (Criterion) 

519 (J-181) Honness, E.- THE MYSTERY OF THE AUCTION TRUNK- 9/5 to 9/19 (Lippincott) 
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MUST BOOK 
October 31 
Monsarrat, Nicholas Morrow- Wm. Sloane_. 
THE TRIBE THAT LOST ITS HEAD oe 


* Inevitably this will be linked with Ruark's Something of Value and with some 
justification. But where Ruark used the Mau Mau uprising as a springboard for the 
free play of excessive lust and violence, Monsarrat has built his story of an imaginary 
African tribe and an island in revolt through the interaction of character and incid- 
ent, of small things twisted to precipitate large, of British Colonialism suffering 
the disease of advancing years and British yellow journalism the disease of brash 
sensationalism, of the color bar, and of mounting terrorism building to a horrifying 
climax. The island is Pharamaul, off the southwest coast of Africa; the British 
operate it as a protectorate - and expect from the returning young chieftain the 
kind of cooperation his forebears had given. But Dimamaula is Oxford trained and 
is shocked by the awareness of his people's backwardness into giving the Press the 
excuse they seek for playing up the shortcomings of the colonial officers. That 
there is a modicum of truth in the charges they distort makes denial difficut- and 

a one small thing leads to another until the smouldering unrest breaks into open and 
violent and bloody revolt- and the island is aflame with nationalism overlaid by 
primitivism. The key characters are adroitly drawn- types, perhaps, but vitally 
portrayed so that one knows them intimately, suffers with them in their agonies of 
indecision, heartbreak and disillusionment. There's a poignant love story. There 
are barbs launched against the dangers that lie in an unaware and outmoded colonial- 
ism as well as in a too free and conscienceless press. Monsarrat has served some 
time in civil service in Africa- and knows whereof he writes. He seems as surely 
at home on land and as effective as he is at sea. Here's a superb novel with a 
real chance. (LC: 56-9018) 


The Prospective Perspective 


Maurice Druon's THE IRON KING (Scribner) is a savage, sensuous reconstruction of the 
Life and times of Philip the Fair; Angus Wilson's ANGLO-SAXON ATTITUDES (Viking) is a 
stunning satire for. the intelligensia; at a lower literary, but larger. popular. level- 
Hammond Innes' THE WRECK OF THE MARY DEARE (Knopf)- a fine adventure- and Ernest 
Gann's TWILIGHT FOR THE GODS (Morrow-Sloane); and a sequel FORWARD, GUNNER ASCH! 
(Little, Brown) by Hans Hellmut Kirst for the market he may have established. See 
below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


September 3 


Walton, Evangeline Bouregy & Curl 
THE CROSS AND THE SWORD $3.-50 










Here are the Viking raids on the coast of England and the Northmen who hoped 
to rule that small island. Sweyn Haraldson's mother was an English captive and because 
of his father's entranced love for her, Sweyn is banished to England as a witch's 
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child. There he finds a warm family friendship in Palli and Gunhild and their daughter 
Thyra; the gentle and saintly Bishop Elfeah persuades him to become a Christian; the 
lovely Edith captures his heart. Disillusion comes when the priests' talk of brotherly 
love is negated by the nobles' maiming torture of their enemies, when Edith is raped 
and killed and all the men of the Danelaw slain when they come to weak, murder-haunted 
King Ethelred in peace, when even the child Thyra, whom he had hoped to save, disappears, 
undoubtedly to die. Raging with hate, an outlaw believing in nothing, Sweyn is stopped 
in his pursuit of revenge by Bishop Elfeah's faith in man and his willingness to die 
trusting in that faith. He is reunited with Thyra, who has taken refuge in a nunnery, 
and is reconciled to Christianity with his realization that it is up to each man to 
seek his own means of salvation. A Norse saga that comes to life in its vivid picture 
of the people, the times and the countries as they might have been. 


September 5 


Miller, Helen Topping Longmans, Green. 
CHRISTMAS FOR TAD $2.50 


The perennial seasonal reminder- Wo Tears for. Christmas (1954) and Her Christ- 
mas at the Hermitage (1955) should have an established market- and once again it's a 
short story into a small book. There is less festivity than at the Hermitage; the year 
is 1863 and war has darkened the land, saddened Abraham Lincoln. Robert Lincoln comes 
home- determined to join up, and young Tad is miserable over the loss of his nanny goat. 
But for him, if for few others, there is a Christmas- the boys of Company K find a re- 
placement for his pet and bring it to him on the day of days.... The season's cheer- 
along with a tear- this is something more than a Christmas card, in many ways something 
less than a book. (LC: 56-10108) 


September 17 e 


Druon, Maurice Scribner 
THE IRON KING $3.50 





* The Iron King is Philip IV of France, a pale, cold, silent figure. During his 
reign, “France was great, but the French wretched", and this is the chronicle of its last 
seven years when "every possible infamy was committed” in order to unify a kingdom torn 
by dissension and destroy the power of the feudal nobility. Inflexible in this ambition, 
he was perhaps justifiably known as Philip the Fair, and the spectacular tortures which 
were directed against the powerful Templars were also not spared the intimates at his 
court- the lovers of his adulterous daughters-in-law. Over and above the portrait of 
Philip, this is a brilliant tapestry of the later Middle Ages- its savagery and sensu- 
ality, its splendor and dissipation, and the seductive names of Valois and Artois, 
Burgundy and Navarre make a sometimes stately, sometimes shameless passage through 
the pages.... For those who have found the serious historical fiction of Dorothy Char- 
ques and Alfred Duggan more rewarding than the spurious popular entrepreneurs.in this 
particular field. (LC: 56-10197) 


September 21 


Duggan, Alfred Coward-McCann 
WINTER QUARTERS $3.75 


From the rim of the world, between the Sea of Grass and the Land of Silk, ex- 
iled, in honorable disgrace, Camillus tells of the events which brought about his de- 
parture from Gaul to end up at the edge of the Roman Empire. The killing of Grane, 
beloved of his friend Acco, a poor Ovate studying to be a Druid, sends Acco to make 
an end of the bear who killed her; Acco comes under the curse of the numph of Pyrene, 
and, with Camillus,is advised to join Caesar's forces against the Germans. As hired 
soldiers, they save Publius from a massacre of Romans; Acco swears allegiance to him 

















August 15, 1956 Fiction -591- 


and Camillus shares in their reward when they prove their trust and become Publius' 
buyers of remounts. Rome and Romans show up as ugly boors and Acco finds traces of 
the goddess throughout the country; Greece, as they ride with Publius' father who is 
taking an army to plunder Parthia,and Antioch show more faces of the goddess who is 
pursuing Acco, not only for his life but for his honor; and, in the march across the 
desert, with treacherous Arab allies, they stand against the Parthians - to be annihi- 
lated by a force of horse and bowmen that leaves only Camillus, his debt discharged, 
to flee his bondage to Rome. Duggan's sense of history, people, place and ancient 
customs buttresses a tale of haunting and vengeance that is accepted in spite of the 
knowledge that foreign culture brings and that is proved when the secret ways of the 
goddess' worship by women is revealed. For special tastes. (10:56-10499) 


September 27 


Boulle, Pierre Vanguard 
FACE OF A HERO $3.50 


A third novel has only irony in common with the earlier Not The Glory and 

The Bridge Over the River Kwai, and this develops perhaps not a new theme- the dual- 
ity of a man who becomes greater as he becomes weaker- with loving precision and per- 
suasion. Jean Berthier, Public Prosecutor, is an austere and assiduous worker with 

a tradition of decency and rectitude behind him. He is to witness .an accident to a 
young girl which takes her life- a life he could have saved, and from the guilt of his 
initial inaction, his concealment of the facts in the case leads on to a more criminal 
path of action. The girl is believed to have been murdered and a local boy is accused; 
Berthier, more and more aggressive in his handling of the suspect, exaggerates the © 
evidence, extorts a confession, and finally in an impassioned presentation in court, 
demands the death penalty which will not only establish him as a “hero” but convince 
him of his own greatness.... A rather savage fable of corruption, and a believable 
story as well. (1C:56-12030) 


October 4 


Wilson, Angus Viking 
ANGLO-SAXON ATTITUDES $4.50 


* Angus Wilson, whose wicked talent appeared to best advantage in two collec- 
tions of short stories,The Wrong Set: and Such Darling Dodos, has found here a much more 
extensive range for his acute and acerb form of satire. If it is less successful, it 
is perhaps because such a novel, and this is an ambtiious novel of more than 400 pages 
and more than forty characters, «cannot exist without a narrative. Mr. Wilson, through 
a clever artifice, has assembled his large cast and achieved a devastating discussion- 
piece of a number of types as well as attitudes and they include several professors, a 
novelist, a business man, a popular politician, a former actress, as well as husbands, 
wives and childres of several nationalities. Their lives are joined by Gerald Middle- 
ton, a former professor of medieval history, who now at sixty odd is filled with self- 
recrimination and self-disgust; he is a "failure of the most boring kind, a failure 
with a conscience"---and academician who never achieved the promise of his youth, a 
sensualist without the "courage of his desires". His life has been one of evasion, 
and this is seen in relation to his three children, his overbearing wife, his mistress. 
Evasion has again been possible in his professorial past- something he can now rectify 
by exposing the fraud known as the Melpham excavation- a 7th century tomb containing 
a dead Bishop and a fertility symbol- which had been a deliberate hoax on the part of 
@ now deceased friend and colleague. At first maintaining a diffident distance, Middle- 
ton finally takes his stand and exposes the deception behind the "dig"....Something of 
an intellectual marathon, in which Mr. Wilson's ironic brilliance is an easy winner, 
the general reader may be outstripped. It will undoubtedly earn critical attention and 
aoe and Evelyn Waugh's audience will be the closest counterpart. 

10256-9740 
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October 15 


Carpentier, Alejo Knopf & 
THE LOST STEPS $3.75 


In a latter-day odyssey, full of symbolist usage but a splendor of detail, a 
jaded New York intellectual finds himself- through a series of ironic accidents- deep 
in the South American wilderness in quest of primitive musical instruments. As he 
journeys, searches, acquires relationships and passes through crises of love and fear, 
one by one he throws down- in disgust- the trappings of his former world, until he has 
learned to live with the simple-heartedness of man at his “beginning state". One shares 
the joy of the hero at having found peace on earth, so much so that the author is 
scarcely able to make sense out of the unexpected ending of the tale. Translated with 
intellectual perception by Harriet de Onis- from the Spanish, this preserves the emo- 
tional and imagistic content of the original. Limited. 


Kaufman, Maxine Knopf 
I AM ADAM $3.50 


A young man in search of his identity- and the many divisive elements in his 
past- brings Adam Wenn from California to New York, and a psychiatrist, Dr. Kiraly, 
with the confession that he has killed his twin brother Jeremy. In his half world of 
fantasy and fear, Adam goes backwards and forwards in time- to the memories of his 
parents, their quarrels, and their divorce; to the remarriages and the now double 
pressure he was to endure; to Jeremy's first betrayai- and the deliberately distorted 
incident of his death; to Allegra, who used a smoke screen of men- and lift pills- to 
hide her own fear- Allegra whom he loved and whom he confuses now with Pat, in New York; a 
and finally to the revelation by Dr. Kiraly which will bring him back to the world ab- 
solved and prepared to face reality.....A first novel which makes a sometimes suspicious 
use of case material, but all these splintering, scarring experiences have their shock 
value- certainly to hold the interest of the lay analysts in your clientele. (LC:56-8909) 














Mason, F. van Wyck Little, Brown 


OUR VALIANT FEW $3.95 


Over on the Confederate side for the story of its Navy, the attempts to break 
the blockade around Charleston and the innovations - which almost worked - to carry 
underwater war against the Union ships to a victorious conclusion - this has as a core 
the problems of newspaper man Alistair Bryson, his actress-wife India and his repro- 
bate blockade runner cousin Raphael Bryson. Alistair becomes aware of the illegal 
cargoes that take the place of necessary supplies; Raphael endangers India's reputa- 
tion; Charleston celebrates too soon its small successes with old boats iron clad, 
rams and electrical torpedoes, and, pinning its hopes on Hunley's American diver”, 
sees its final hope destroyed, when the earliest submarine is sunk for the last time. 
Alistair, beaten out of town, finds reconfirmation of his suspicions in Nassau, ac- 
companies Hunley's invention to its eventual berth in Charleston, and is reconciled 
with Rafe, now crippled and repentant, and India whose name becomes un-smirched. The 
details of the Naval war take precedence over the human aspects of the story as man 
after man, ship after ship and engagement after engagement are lost; the story of 
delays in English shipbuilding, of diversion of necessary materiel and blackmarket 
profiteering outbalances the melodrama in the lives of the main characters as do the 


portraits of actual figures; in spite of the faults there is a pressing liveliness - € 
which Mason's followers expect. (LC: 56-10640) 
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October 15 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth McGraw-Hill 
| NO EVIL ANGEL $4 «00 


The power haunted island off Maine, Landfall, is the domain of John Fordyce 
who has made serfs of the villagers, an invalid of his wife and enemies of his sons, 
Oliver and Ross. With their mother's death, they become more rebellious when Mr. John- 
ny brings back a new bride, Christine, who wins their love and with whom Ross cuckolds 
his father. The suicide of the school teacher reveals another of Mr. Johnny's bastards; 
the Grahams' purchase of Parnassus, another island Mr. Johnny had intended for his,sets 
off bloody violence; Christine's efforts to persuade her husband to let the villagers 
live away from the harbor are only partly successful when he limits his permissions; 
Ross pursues his plans for killing his father. He is successful in preventing another 
attack on the Grahams, watches the village, united, defy Mr. Johnny and threaten to 
abandon Landfall and sees his death-wish come true without being guilty of the deed. 

He finds he has no part in Christine's future and recognizes the bonds that hold him to 
the island are unbreakable. A guilt ridden feudal lord is a thorough-going villain 
and makes a wily opponent for his young adversary in a drama that is colored by island 
life and played out by salty villagers. The substantial woman's market of her previous 
Bennett Island trilogy of- which The Dawning of the Day was the most recent. 


Walter, Wo Grey | Norton 
THE CURVE OF THE SNOWFLAKE $375 


A pioneer in electroencephalography (The Living Brain, 1953) directs his 
scientific thinking to the future and creates a profile of a time which is amazingly 
different from Orwell's unhappy predictions but just as logically derived from the 
various socio-economic and moral potentials at our disposal. Drawing on the knowledge 
of present developments towards space travel, he shows mankind in a light of staggering 
grandeur, facing possible annihilation nobly in their self-designated destiny to con- 
quer both space-time and their own "baser" habits. The marvelously intricate idealism 
is hypnotic in its moving, prophetic picture of this world of a fairer tomorrow. If 
at first somewhat irritatingly difficult to follow, this soon proves its quality as a 
novel of science fiction projection and innate human greatness. (LC :56-10093 ) 


Goepp, Ada 3 Westminster 
. SMALL POND $3.50 


eeee is an English department in a small Massachusetts college and the in- 
cidents which are bruited and exaggerated over the faculty teacups are not all on a 
high academic plane. Kindly, ingenuous Professor Elliot hopes to retire and leave 
his post to a shy scholar, Will. The arrival of two younger teachers, red-headed 
Virginia Butler and quick-tongued Anne Gordon,sparks a certain amount of romantic 
activity; Will, although landlocked by his academic and domestic life, is atrracted 
to Virginia and does not realize the gossip which is spurred; Linn Simon, handsome, 
mercurial, is not immune to Anne- but in order to ease the situation in which Will is 
an unwitting victim, becomes engaged to Virginia until Will is officially cleared from 
suspicion and named as head of the department.... A pleasant, plausible tone to this 
gives it more than passing marks for rentals- occasional sales. (LC:56-9298) 


: te World 
A RESTLESS BREED $3.75 


The author, who was brought up in that stretch of territory once known as the 
Western Reserve, has produced a kind of Spoon River Anthology- in an episodic novel- 
of the people on the old Reserve town of New Hartford, Ohio, a century ago-e The most 
interesting of them, as might be expected, are the oddest, the crudest, the most vio- 
lent or the most misunderstood. And Mr. Terry's journalistic background (he's a news- 
paper reporter ) stands him in fine stead; he knows a good story when he sees one and 
presents it in a straightforward narrative. There is also a blunt appreciation of 
sex in all its marvelous variables which may make this a questionable choice for con- 
servatives, but Terry is a writer to watch. (LC:56-10428) 


Terry, J. William 
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October 37 | i 


Horner, Lance Abelard-Schuman 
STREET OF THE SUN $3.50 2 





Cuba, Havana, late 18th century, high born Spanish, slaves, romance, disgrace - 
and final curtain of wrongs righted - this, in spite of its cardinal note of human rights 
and freedom, taxes the patience. Miguel de Santiago (THE Santiago) heads over heels for 
dancer La Clavelita (whose love is not for sale and who is well born Margarita Lopez del 
Valle); his enemy is a cousin Enrique, discarded by their grandmother, and when he gets 
a chance to prove (by forged papers) that Miguel is really colored and a slave - he wades 
in. Miguel suffers durance vile, beatings, is sold at auction to the mistress of a whore- 
house and, when Enrique, who is now the Santiago, has just been wed to a wealthy (and fat) 
heiress - La Clavelita (Margarita Lopez del Valle) turns up with proof of Miguel's be- 
trayal. Miguel, who has previously freed Fidel and Antonio and who has planned to free 
all his slaves, gets an assist from them too. Such fustian. (LC: 56-10385 ) 





Corbett, Elizabeth 





ie bor Lippincott 
THE HEAD OF APOLLO | 0/2" $3.50 





The demure and violently virtuous story of Ruth Hastings, music teacher in a 
small town, earning a small living and enduring her mother's bitterness against her 
wealthy stepmother, Mrs. Warner. A quiet summer romance is followed by Ruth's attrac- 
tion to much older Lawrence King, a married man, and when Ruth's mother dies, she goes 
to live with the Kings. The problem of "sinning in one's heart” only becomes more overt 
with Mrs. King's suicide; there is ugly talk in the town, and while Lawrence presses for 
marriage after a suitable time- Ruth realizes she does not love him. Wealthy Mrs. Warner 
intervenes, takes her to live with her- and there is her young manager, Carl, as a promise 
for a brighter future. Rocking chair rentals only. (LC: 56-11680) 


Leland, John Adams Lippincott 
OTHNEIL JONES $3.75 


Othneil Jones, so goes this unrevolutionary novel of the Revolution, is a 
farmer, a superb woodsman, an over-doting son, living with a sick mother and with a soul 
unsettled by the fear that white man's and Cherokee blood - all well and good by then- 
selves - have found in him their ruinous confluence. This fear is seemingly borne out 
when Neil, in blind vengeance at his mother's death, kills a Cherokee cousin who was 
responsible for it. Traveling to the Carolina low country, he falls in with a Rebel 
band and gets a first glimpse, during a raid on a supply train, of Sally who is to be 
his love and salvation. He then saves her from a villainous Redcoat and next, when she 
is nursing him, he reveals his buried fear. Sally is able to establish, through records 
and tamily knowledge, that he has no Cherokee heritage. Neil, through his construction 
of a lookout tower, makes possible the capture of a British fort, and, through his dis- 
covery of Cornwallis' secret whereabouts, makes available information of most vital im- 
portance. A first novel shows evidence of intimate knowledge of the history of the area 
and respectful admiration for the qualities of its people. (LC: 56-11679) 


October 18 


Stong, Phil Doubleday 
! THE ADVENTURES OF “HORSE” BARNSBY $3.00 


eeeeecan be taken as a spoof on current western heroes or as a precocious tom- 
sawyering - for Horse (Horace) is thirteen years old, an orphan pursued by an avariciously 
lethal uncle-in-law, and from Ioway where “boys are a kind of seldom animal". Horse learns 





to cook, carries his knives and guns, hunts gold with Sol and Obe well enough to become a | 
full partner, and proves utterly competent to deal with his "gardeen", John Loftus. Loftus, 
who has been left for dead on the trail west, tracks his victim by every clue, murders to 
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get nearer his goal - and is thwarted by Horse's training of widow Shelton's little 
daughter, Grace, who is the only one to trust Horse's distrust of Loftus. A pretty 
"peckerish" young hero proves that "what you got in your head nobody can take off 
of you unless they take your head" in some fun-loving situations, arguments and 
incidents, where the California gold camps lend the accent. (LC: 56-8096) 


October 18 


Wellman, Paul I. Doubleday 
JERICHO'S DAUGHTERS $3.95 


The third of the Jericho trilogy- this picks up the thread of the earlier 
books in a later generation, the Wedges having dissipated some of the pioneer drive 
that contributed to the building of the Kansas town of the earlier books. The "daugh- 
ters" are various residents of the town, from the ancient dowager, the rich and cruel 
Mrs. Butford,to the aspiring social arbiter, Mrs. Mary Agnes Wedge, to Grey Rutledge, 
young widow, who is having a rather tame love affair with Wistart Wedge, Mary Agnes’ 
disdained husband, a newspaper publisher. The story revolves around this triangle- 
with various ramifications which involve other local people, and ,through adroitly 
linked episodes, contrives a many faceted portrait of a town (in somewhat the O'Hara 
fashion, though with less dependence on sordid details), Wellman has a flare for 
telling a tale, but in this case, the reader is singularly unsympathetic with the 
main characters, and the subplot, relating to a double murder - a nightclub strip 
tease artist with a religious maniac for a husband, and a police officer,- takes 
over the interest and the result is a sense of duality that destroys the unity of 
the story. Better in its parts than in its whole. (LC: 56-10775) 


October 19 


Eastlake, William Harper 
GO IN BEAUTY $3.50 


The Bowman family had been traders and taken care of the Indians of the 
Indian country of New Mexico with understanding for over seventy years, but when 
Alexander stole his brother's wife- he cut himself off from his roots as a writer 
and as a human being. After four or five novels, written in the parts of the world 
where expatriate Americans write, Alex loses his literary impetus and his disinte- 
gration accelerates as he attempts to find new experiences for his work in big game 
hunting, fighting in the Israeli-Arab war, mountain climbing, deep sea fishing, etc., 
and he begins to drink too much. Meanwhile, back in the drought-stricken Indian 
country, the wifeless young brother, George, lives with his Indians and can't bring 
himself to write Alex that he should come home until it is too late. The fascinating 
parts of this book deal with the Indians themselves and with their relations with 
modern society and the modern white man. But most of the book seems to concentrate 
on the fraudulence of Alex and the world he represents of writers- movie makers- etc. 
This puts the novel more in the class of White Hunter, Black lieart, than with the 
good serious writing about the Indian country. Maybe that's where the author wanted 


it to be. (LC: 56-8779) 


Spencer, Elizabeth McGraw-Hill 
THE VOICE AT THE BACK DOOR $3.95 


A novel with backbone, which may well serve to gain regard for the South and 








her struggles in the throes of racism, also centers about politics- ambitious and altru- 


istic- in a small town in Mississippi. When Travis Brevard is shot down and dies, he 
gives his badge temporarily to Duncan Harper, one time football hero who now intends 
to carry the ball for a much larger team which includes the Negroes. Determined to 
stand or fall on an anti-liquor, pro-Negro equality platform, he works fast to crack 
down on illicit bootlegging operated by Jimmy Tallant. When a Negro veteran, Beck, to 
whom Jimmy is strangely attached by an inherited guilt, is noticed on the scene of 
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Jimmy's shooting, the town refuses to listen to Jimmy's assurances of Beck's innocence and 
demands his blood. Duncan loses his life to keep Beck safe from the crowd which his own 
best friend, Kerney Woolbright, in a pathetic default to ambition, has turned against Dun- € 
can. Kerney Woolbright is thus assured of his election as state senator, and by other 

means of marriage to the girl of the right family, but his treachery separates him forever 
from those who loved Duncan- his wife Tinker and his mistress. The resolution is not wholly 
bitter for Jimmy Tallant grows to stature as Duncan's successor in love and public spirit. 
There is also a sense of the family feeling in the relations of contemporaries in an in- 
grown town from which only one person revolts but returns to play out her role. There is 
clarity of narrative and characterization here and it is a deserving and rewarding book. 
(LC: 56-11727) 


October 22 


Delarue, Paul- Fd Knopf 
THE BORZOI BOOK OF FRENCH FOLK TALES $1.00 


Some 54 folk tales, for the most part fairy tales, have been selected from their 
often very many variants and in the notes, appendixed, their affinity not only with the 
lasting legendary literature of Grimm and Perrault but with other sources is traced. Here 
once again is that brilliant country of the imagination where devils and giants, princes 
and kings, fairies and dragons work their sorcery and sortilege; good and evil is reduced 
to its simplest terms, and occasionally there is a timeless moral; and the stories, whether 
of the supernatural, not as we no longer know it, animals, or human fallibility, have an 
enduring enchantment for all ages. With the illustrations by Warren Chappell, the market 
should live happily ever after too. (LC: 56-9281) 


Innes, Hammond Knopf 
THE WRECK OF THE MARY DEARE $3.75 


* Now Literary Guild selection, this report is repeated from the May 15th bulle- 
tin as follows: "A new adventure story again offers some excellent excitement and the sea 
this time is an implacable opponent and the final repository of the many dark deeds which 
led to the wreck of the Mary Deare. John Sands boards what appears to be a phantom ship 
in the middle of a channel crossing, is stranded on what is at best a floating scrap-heap 
with her only survivor, the truculent Patch, who cannot save her as she is washed up on 
the rocks. The death of her captain, the desertion of her crew, the nature of her cargo, 
and the dubious traffic of her owners behind the Bamboo Curtain leave many unanswered 
questions- not only to Sands as Patch proves uncommunicative- but to the court when a 
formal enquiry is launched. Sands goes along with Patch, on faith, and it is finally 
on a dangerous run out to the Mary Deare that Patch is able to redeem his record and re- 
turn his debt to Sands.... A stormy tale of damaged men and a desperate enterprise which 
will justify and satisfy his following and attract the newer audience of those who en- 
joyed Sea-Wyf. (LC: 55-9262)" 


Stevenson, D. E. Rinehart 
SUMMERHILLS $3.50 


This carries on the story of Amberwell and the fortunes of the Ayrtons and their 
families. It revolves around widowed Roger Ayrton's plans for a boys' school, Mary Find- 
later whose "new poor” parents sell him Stark Place, Nell's slow blooming romance with 
Dennis Weatherby and crippled Arnold Maddon's love for Anne whose dead husband had turned 
her against marriage. It is the latest governess for Roger's eight year old son, a young 
woman whose running is not devoted wholly to track, who sparks Nell's and Mary's jealousy & 
which in turn heads their loves in the right direction and it is all the problems of 
remodeling Stark Place that keep them all occupied until Nell and Dennis' wedding and | 
the sudden marriage of Roger and Mary. And the school, under Arthur as head master, 
opens auspiciously. There's a sustained, benevolent feeling still. (LC: 56-10180) 
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October 23 


Stegner, Wallace Houghton, Mifflin 
CITY OF THE LIVING $3.00 


A sheaf of short stories, eight in all, are undercut by the realities of 
poverty, death, and acceptance of the immutable facts which only experience ean teach, 
a moment of sudden recognition. With the exception of the sardonic Field Guide to 
the Western Birds, in which a retired literary agent applies his agile powers of ob- 
servation to his neighbors- collected at a cocktail party- in a curdled commentary, 
the others are more straightforward in their unpleasant truths. A boy's hatred of his 
father is dimmed by pity- but does not bind him to his cheap life of the poolroom; 

a welfare worker tries to help a pachuco "alley cat" but knows that even if reclamation 
is hopeless, the chance must be offered; a man returns a stranger, after 25 years, to 
his aunt's funeral to watch the undertaker complete her transformation from something 
"terrible and lost" to something “removed and bearable"; in the title story, a father 
who has seen the efficacy of drugs which have saved his boy's life in a filthy Egyptian 
city is given pause when he witnesses an older form of help and healing- a praying 
native....Stegner makes an efficient- if not outstanding- use of this medium- seldom 
one to attract the full strength public of the full length book. (LC 356-12088 ) 


October 24 


Canfield, Dorothy Harcourt, Brace 
A HARVEST OF STORIES $5.00 


From her half century of writing the author collects twenty-six of her short 
stories and two of her recent ones for a volume which offers an accent on human dignity, 
the problems of living and the ability to withstand the will to hurt. Her prologue is 
a loving and delightful portrait of her mother as a person and as the source of her 
interest in people and writing. From lives nearest at hand - in Vermont, in the Basque 
country, during war years, among mothers, fathers, children and families ~- come these 
plain, low relief stories which read freshly against sordid material current, omni- 
present. Situation, character and place are combined for tales that are forthright, 
whether it's Ann Story, a Revolutionary heroine, or The Murder on Jefferson Street, 

a longer piece devoted to a shattered psyche; that are understanding and warm without 
becoming blurred in sentimentality. A happy solution for conservative tastes and of 
appeal for those who have followed her writing. (LC:56-11298) 


Sullivan, Richard |x ud Harcourt, Brace 
THE THREE KINGS ‘'2}0 | ' $3.50 


The Bible rewritten- to an extent- and updated in the vernacular- tells the 
story of the three kings, Balthasar the handsomest, Gaspar the richest, and Melchior 
the oldest, and their temporary detention and possible deflection in their search for 
the Messias (sic) at the court of Herod. Herod, petulant and arrogant, is determined 
to remain the King of the Jews- and his is a calculated hospitality towards the three 
which includes Dorcas, his pretty doxy, for Balthasar, a kingdom promised to Melchior, 
and a gold mine to Gaspar. But the three are only momentarily stayed and go on to 
Bethlehem where they find not only the new King of the Jews but a real motivation for 
their quest in love and adoration.... By no means irreverent, but cheerfully colloquial- 
without however the grace or the wit which Anatole France applied to a similar variant. 
The market may be questionable. (LC:56-9139) 
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October 24 


Vercors Harcourt, Brace 
THE INSURGENTS $3.95 > 


In a novel of provocative content (and intent?), Vercors presents a dazzling 
display of weapons, each to be evaluated and chosen or discarded, in the war against 
man's fate. Surfeited with the trials of life, the poet Egmont determines to make a 
frontal assault on its forces by merging himself with cell-consciousness. While he 
makes the astounding inward journey, the elderly scientist Mirambeau, whose test tubes 
contain a chicken heart which attests to the deathlessness of organs fed on new life, 
finds himself the willing accomplice and bulwark to a strike planned by party man Pelion. 
Thus he works with Pelion to lift the scourge of unfair poverty from the workers. Egmont 
manages to heal a body damaged by burning and to regain youth - but at the cost of con- 
sciousness which makeg him man...he cannot return with the data of his explorations. 
Pelion falls victim to strike-incited violence, to gain victory with the aid of the re- 
nowned Mirambeau. The young Pascale, flailing herself for her role as a successor and 
dispossessor of the older generation, turns with guidance from Egmont to Pelion and the 
future, leaving Egmont to a love renewed through the courage of his fantastic experi- 
ment. The weapon ultimately upheld is reason. An enigmatic exercise, this is also a 
mercurial entertainment- without the situation-shocker which gave the earlier You Shall 
Know Them a popular goad. (LC: 56-11960) 


Kirst, Hans Hellmut Little, Brown 
FORWARD, GUNNER ASCH $3.95 


This carries forward the story, an earlier 1956 title, The Revolt of Gunner Asch, 
and takes Troop 3 to the Russian Front. Asch, still sceptical about all forms of heroics 
(as is his C.0. Luschke (still Lumpface to his men)),Lt. Wedelmann, who this time gets 
involved with a spy (a Russian girl who loves her country as fervently as he loves his), 
Vierbein, now a corporal, with many tanks to his credit as head of a gun crew,- are sat- 
isfied with the equilibrium achieved with the enemy - no fighting, no shooting, status 
quo recognized. But hard bucking Capt. Witterer is a monkey wrench personified which 
affects not only Asch but the whole Troop and fouls up the scheduled withdrawal. While 
Vierbein, sent home to accompany radio transmitters and trained operators back to the 
front line, tangles with Lt. Schultz, his wife Lore, a friendly Admiral, a wedding and 
various attempts of Schultz to break him. Vierbein arrives in Russia with equipment 
and in time to be killed in Witterer's final snafu of Luschke's orders. The satire 
here is not only on German militarism ("even generals have arses and sometimes get 
kicked") but on war and its futility ("If the war had a face, I'd spit in it") and, 
late as the date, adds a spiked tuppence worth. There is an audience. (LC: 56-1066) 





Gann, Ernest > C4UuLa Sy “44 (aS 7 Morrow-Sloane | 
TWILIGHT ‘FOR THE GODS $3.35 9S | 


The sea and a ship, rather than the sky and a plane, frames a successful story 
of another precarious crossing; if the scaffolding is familiar, there is again an assort- | | 
ment, of people aboard, and critical circumstances combine to deflect their destinies. The 
Cannibal is a 56 year old three-masted Barquentine, and she is making the crossing from the | 
South Pacific to Mexico with a cargo of copra, and a few passengers: Harry Hutton, an “ex- 
pert in failure" and a crude fifty who nurturec the illusion of success in Ethel Peacock 
who follows him faithfully; the missionary, Butterfield, who must save himself first; Mr. 
and Mrs. Morris, elderly Russian Jews; Charlotte King, a planter's widow, whose self-con- 
tainment is also a concealment of her past; and David Bell, the captain, a lonely man, - 
dedicated to his ship and the bitter memory of another ship which had gone. The Cannibal 
heads into heavy weather, and her crew- with the help of the first mate- is sullen; the 





pump breaks down, and freakish seas almost sink her- until she reaches port in Honolulu 
where all of these people- not too much to start with- will have salvaged a certain moral 

courage from the physical ordeal.... Perhaps not as glamorized or pressurized for that : 
wide popular public as The High and The Mighty, but an assured audience will find it 
readable and rentable. (LC: 56-10744) 
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October 24 


Cadell, Elizabeth Morrow 
I LOVE A LASS $3.50 


eoooand the love-bug bites - in France. Sebastian Page and Joss Armstrong 
(from the isle of Jersey ) are done out of their sports car tour when a general strike 
greets them at St. Malo; they are propositioned by the Comtesse de Chandillot, rich 
and mean, to drive a taxi she has bought to her chateau; they are forced to take 
small Maurice Pierre Carron, whose family has been unable to meet him, with them; 
their path crosses that of Jessica De Vrais (also of Jersey ) who has run away to 
marry the Comtesse's nephew, Hubert - and changed her mind to return the car he has 
bought with his aunt's money (to have been spent on a screen at an auction) to the 
Comtesse. They land at the chateau (except Hubert), make friends with Maurice's 
young aunt, Francine, and plot various ways in which to help Hubert, to reconcile 
his aunt and her mania for antiques and to return him to his rightful home. The out- 
comes settles three romances with who gets whom a fair guess. A polite pleasantry. 
(LC:56-11221) , 


October. 31 


Burnett, John G. ’ Harper 
COMPANY MAN $3.00 


Another vestibule to that Executive Suite features the activities among 
the advertising and higher echelon officials of a midwestern airlines corporation. 
Robert Franklin, the new, young advertising manager finds a challenge in the field- 
but is determined not to become a "company man" or to use his wife as a social 
lever. He learns differently as he goes along; Big Ed Trumbull, promotion vice- 
president, is dumped by unscrupulous Larry Faith- and replaced by Kirk Rogers, 
with a vagrant wife; a plane crash with prominent passengers brings its unpleasant 
publicity; and a conference in Oran centering on a new advertising campaign is 
mishandled- by Rogers- so that Robert decides to write his own campaign- only to 
be eased out of his job before it can be presented.... A big operation, and all 
the small deals it involves, this makes its inspection of careers which plummet 
and plunge along with the planes in aggressive, assertive terms. By no means 
Madison Avenue, more club car and club house in tone. (10356-8776) 


~ 


Clement, Francois Little, Brown 
THE DISOBEDIENT SON $3.50 


A good novel dealing with the plight of the Indian paeulatake in modern 
Mexico, the title is taken from a folk song that emphasizes the feeling among these 
people that what will come- will come- and the best one can do is face it like a 
mane In spite of this underlying refrain, the story is neither heavy nor depressing. 
When he is 15, Juan sells some figurines he finds in a cave to an archaeologist. 
Tragedy results- and he runs away from his isolated mountain village and finds his 
way to Veracruz and a number of years later to Mexico City. During this time some 
knowledge of the senores' ways have been added to the primitive Indian traditions 
of his.childhood, and when he returns to his village at 21, he is a leader in a 
fight again the senores to retain the Indians' land. Eventually he becomes a com- 
paratively progressive mayor of the village, though a tyrant as well. And when 
he dies, in front of a firing squad, he realizes that only through education can 
the Indian obtain justice.... The growth of Juan, from a member of a primitive 
society to some understanding of the encroaching, modern world, and from a child to 
a mature man of some wisdom is very well done. There is a great awareness of the 
powerful forces of both societies to which he is exposed. (10:56-10649) 
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October 7? 


Humphreys, Jeanne Duell, Sloan & Pearce ee 
THE COUNT WITHOUT CASTLES $3.50 


A soft-toned romance, this is also a somewhat indulgent flirtation with history 
(two of the four central characters here - King Pedro I of Spain, and Maria, the beggar 
girl he loved have their authenticity). 14th century Spain, torn by civil war as well 
as the fight against the Moslems, and its extremes of splendor and poverty background the 
saintly life of sin led by Maria, the adopted daughter of Constancia, queen of the beg- 
gars, who became the mistress of Pedro but could never love him as she loved Jeronima, 
penniless and renamed the Count without Castles. Maria, through the years, is able to 
buy happiness for the poor by "serving the king in a way which God forbids"; she bears 
him children, but never forgets the insecurity of her status or her wish to marry 
Jeronimo- finally achieved at Pedro's death.... A definitely sentimental stress - al- 
most a dedication- less to history than to the purity of Maria, the gallantry of 


Jeronimo. (LC: 56-9594) aio, 

(ht 19 

Levin, Meyer : a Simon & Schuster 
COMPULSION $5 .00 


"Certain crimes seem to epitomize the thinking of their era"- and this is a 
documentary novel of the Loeb-Leopold case which brought into play the “psychoanalytical 
point of view" of our time, much as Dreiser's American Tragedy represented the sociologi- 
cal view of his. In another sense too, the Loeb-Leopold case belongs more to the '50's 
than the '20's when it was a singular, and shucking phenomenon; today crimes such as 
~this, "a crime for crime's sake” or a "crime in a vacuum” has become something of a 
commonplace. Although Meyer Levin has changed the names of those involved and invented 
a few characters (Sid, the reporter, who tells the story; Ruth, his girl), the factual & 
evidence in the case- and a great deal of Clarence Darrow's brilliant defense- remains 
unchanged. Many will remember the blunt outline of the case in which two youths, 18 and 
19, kidnapped and killed a youngster in their wealthy suburban community, left the body 
in a culvert, and accidentally lost a pair of eyeglasses which quickly led to their ar- 
rest. What many did not perhaps realize then, certainly not their parents, and what 
Meyer Levin explores,is the imbalance of these two and the strange affinity of their 
perverse fantasy world along with their homosexual ambivalence;-Artie Straus, an ex- 
ceptional student with great social charm and a penchant for wild pranks; Judd Steiner, 

a Phi Beta Kappa at 17 and ready for Harvard Law, awkward and solitary and brooding under 
the guilt of his mother's death. This case too was perhaps the first to bring pressure 

on the limitations of the law and the disparity between the medical and legal definitions 
of insanity as the defense secured its meaningless victory- a life sentence..... The sen- 
sationalism of the subject has not been abused here, and the case- over and above the oc- 
casional extremes of conjecture at the close- has a contemporary significance. (LC:56-9911) 





TOUCH & GO: WESTWARD HO: VERTIGO 
September 20 


Roberts, R. M. Ballantine 
SCOUT $2 .00-$ .35 


Old campfires are relit, and battle lines redrawn- it's the Army against the 
Indians and Hazen, a former scout, leads a seasoned Colonel in his pursuit of the Ban- 
nocks- led by Lone Bear. Hazen is wounded, but all fight on- and on- against odds and 





through a series of actions which lead to Lone Bear's death and Hazen's return to the | 
quiet life- and a girl... If these men seem indestructible- the plot too seems inde- . 
fatigable- and there have been few changes made. (LC: 56-12122) 
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September 20 


* Vance, Jack Ballantine 
TO LIVE FOREVER $2.00 - paper $.35 


An SF novel of tomorrow (which isn't too much better than today) this con- 
siders the last metropolis of the world, Clarges, and the people who live in the 
five phyles of which the Amaranth is the highest and privileged to live on through 
surrogates of themselves. Gavin Waylock,once tried, judged and delivered to the 
assassins, returns to achieve Amaranth, is forced to defy the highest laws for the 
right to his own career, sets off a revolution and becomes a pioneer. Ilurider. 


October 15 


Coxe, George Harmon Knopf 
. MAN ON A ROPE $2.75 


Another tourist point (Georgetown, British Guiana) for a deal in diamonds, 
which leads to murder, involves American Barry Dawson who finds the dead gem seller. 
The dead man's bride to be, her ex-lover, a lawyer and a disgruntled heir are fair 
game for the would-be buyer's bait but Barry's discovery of his identity, of the 
location of the diamonds - and of the killer roll it up to prove Barry's innocence. 
Businesslike. (LC: 56-8907) 


October 17 


Douglass, Donald McNutt Harper 
REBECCA'S PRIDE $2.95. 


The old hatred between the Von Schooks, a leading family of the Virgin 
Islands, and Wales, a parvenu, who buys their homeplace- Rebecca's Pride, ends in 
murder but does not stop there. Even the younger Van Schooks cannot escape the 
vigilance of devoted local police "Captain" Bolivar Manchenil who explains the case 
with a luxuriance of personal emotion as well as local custom. Fullblown. 

Marsh, Ngaio Little, Brown Pa 
DEATH OF A FOOL _ $3.50 wT 


* England, where the survival of pagan folk festivals in the Mardian dance- 
play performed each year during the winter solstice, lends a curious montage to the 
ritualistic murder of the old village smith. Members of the cast have a leading role 
offstage as well in the subsequent investigation by Alleyn and Fox,which is reliably 
ingenious. A romance, as well as the innovations of this strange mise-en-scene and 
the inventiveness of the story gives this a cachet among her many titles.(1C:56-10642) 


October 18 


Bagby, George Doubleday 
COP KILLER $2.75 


Bagby. tailing Schmitty tailing the killer of Patrolman Black, who had ob- 
viously had a cut in a neighborhood gambling game, but a youngster, Steve Andrews, 
is given a rough time by copper Rubin, still will not talk. A second murder frightens 
the boy- into the Hudson River- clears him of a charge in which more than a dice game 
is involved. Kidg on the run, and cops who are gunning for them, points a certain 
moral to an otherwise matter of fact item on the blotter. (10:56-10755) 
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October 18 


Stout, Rex- Ed. Viking 
EAT, DRINK, AND BE BURIED $3.50 


Twenty tales of dark deeds, from members of the Mystery Writers of America, offer 
@ menu that almost courses from soup to nuts. From cavemen and cannibalism to gourmet's 
delicacy, from restaurants to hearthside homicide, each story has a "shirttail" in which 
the author explains the strength and weakness of his piece. From David Alexander to 
Lawrence Treat, this is a collation, crime-fashioned for the connoisseur. (LC: 56-10479) 


October 23 


Hodgkin, M. R. Macmillan 
DEAD INDEED $2.75 


A prize award for illustrations in a child's book ignites fires a-plenty in 
New York publishing circles and brings murder to the premises of Brewin Books, Inc. The 
discovery of booby traps in small fry's reading, the gaudy personality of the dead artist, 
blow-ups in the juvenile department, another death- and Brewin Books shakily reshuffles 
its staff. There may be no clef to this roman - but it shouldcatch professional interest, 
in its standards for children's book publishing. (LC: 5060-11448) | 


October 26 


Stout, Rex Viking 
MIGHT AS WELL BE DEAD $2.75 


The missing person that Nero Wolfe contracts to find turns out to be in prison & 
for murder so His Obesity is forced to undo a conviction before he can claim his fee. 
Backtracking where the police have not, Wolfe's able crew untangle the dead man's connec- 

tions, set off three more killings and present him with enough facts that sting to pounce 

on the real killer. All the tricks in the trade. (LC: 56-11950) 


October 31 


Harling, Robert Harper 
ra THE ENORMOUS SHADOW $3.50 


bad * A variant of the Pontecorvo- Nunn May- Burgess Maclean story is no less exciting 
for its familiarity- and reconstructs- and projects- another double disappearance behind 
the iron curtain. A newspaper man, through inferences and occasional references- is at- 
tracted by M.P. Matthew Chance, and an anonymous letter links him with an H- scientist, 
Lewis. As the investigation tightens, Lewis panics while Chance pursues his dedicated 
course which-leads not to escape- but death... Accomplished. (LC: 56-8782) 


a oe ee es oe a ee a 


On Reasonable Expectancies’ 





There's a sheaf of hopefuls, on which to pin special efforts that should be rewarding. On 
subject matter, there's Stanley High's BILLY GRAHAM (McGraw-Hill); there’s Marian Anderson's 
autobiography, MY LORD, WHAT A MORNING (Viking). On handling, there's an extraordinarily 
successful PHYSICS FOR EVERYBODY by Germaine & Arthur Beiser (Dutton) and Arthur M. Schles- 
inger's THE CHALLENGE (Houghton, Mifflin) in which the significance of F.D.R. is given full 
scope. Publicity should push TRE HEIRLOOM BIBLE (Hawthorn Books) into top priority in its 
field. The current Boswell volume, BOSWELL IN SEARCH OF A WIFE (McGraw-Hill) doesn't Live 





up to its predecessors, but has its mead of interest. Cornelius Vanderbilt's biography of S 
his mother, QUEEN OF THE GOLDEN AGE (McGraw-Hill) has snob appeal, in the wake of THE GLITTER 
AND THE GOLD. And Jules Goodman's edited Memoirs of Alexandre Dumas, THE ROAD TO MONTE 

CRISTO (Scribner) has a better than even chance if Endore's KING OF PARIS proves a bonanza. 

... Nothing to show in advance- but don't overlook the possibilities of THE WORLD OF MATHE- 
MATICS, edited by James R. Newman (S & S), the mammoth four volume anthology on which the 
publishers are outdoing themselves on advance promotion. Reports fallow. 
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Non-Fiction 


ONE MUST BOOK 


October 23 


Han, Suyin Little, Brown 
eeeeeAND THE RAIN MY DRINK $4 .00 


* This comes closer to Han Suyin's first book, Destination Chungking in its 
blend of anecdote and reportage, than it does to her semi-autobiographical novel, 
Many Splendored Thing. Once again it has that authentic note - so it must have hap- 
pened. Here again is a poet and an artist conveying picture after picture. Here 
again the rhythm of the style has its own fascination. The impact of the book with 
its kaleidescope of stories lies in the end impression of the amorphous tragedy of 
Malaya today. Han Suyin- who writes a large portion of the text in the first per- 
son- is a doctor in a hospital across the straits from Singapore, and through the 
hospital doors pour a vast segment of the population of a Malayan village - a village, 
in this instance, where natives and Chinese resettlement projects are under way. One 
gets a grim picture of British colonialism reenstated, operating again with bungling, 
stupidity, rapaciousness, while the thinking of the Asians is no longer the same. 

The murder of the district commissioner (good riddance) sets off the fuse. Suspi- 
cion, police state methods, reprisals, a far flung net intended to capture the 
guilty ends by snaring guilty and innocent. The stories emerge, sometimes through 
the telling of Han Suyin, sometimes at third hand with a wide range of characters. 
The battle is on between the "red heads” and the Chinese and the natives, both those 
who play up to the masters, and those who have gone to the jungles- the “people in- 
side", aided and supported by an intricate chain linking villagers and internees, 
refugees, and guerrillas. One feels the hopelessness of the Western mind coping 
with a situation rife with danger, explosive with hate, and futile in any attempt 
at cooperation. One has sympathy with Luke, the earnest young detective, who sees 
the wrong- but can't get his understanding across; with Han Suyin, who loves the 
people, knows the impossibility of solution along colonial lines; and with a few 
others. But for most of the characters, one has dislike for their duplicity, im- 
patience with their clumsy stupidity, and awareness that this way leads to whole- 
sale acceptance of the Communism offered as a substitute. (LC: 56-10645) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
September 12 


Lewis, Grace Hegger Harcourt, Brace 
WITH LOVE FROM GRACIE $5.75 


Sinclair Lewis (whose first wife writes this story of twenty years of 
marriage) was a complicated man, a concoction of ambition and simplicity. This re- 
cord covers an important period in his life and reveals many intimate details of 
that life important to any definitive biographer of the once "great™ Red Lewis. 

The period of Lewis' first publications- 1915 to 1935 - is rounded out by Arrowsmith 
Perhaps for critical biographers the most interesting episodes are those relating 
to his association with Paul de Kruif in writing Arrowsmith. But for the most part 
this book is only the rather sad wail of a first wife who seems to be still in love 
with a memory. Actually it is an embarrassing performance. With all the good will, 
the former Mrs. Lewis seems unable to stay within the bounds of good taste and can- 
not conceal her pique. The marriage, idealistic and idyllic at the start, suffered 
constant deterioration, and it is really this story she writes. Twenty five years 
ago she wrote falf a Loaf ;this is an expansion, a sequel- but time has not sup- 
plied any objectivity. (LC: 55-5325) 








-604- Non-Fiction August 15, 1956 


September 17 


High, Stanley McGraw-Hill @ 
BILLY GRAHAM $3.95 


The senior editor of the Reader's Digest, himself a free lance writer, has 
written a timely and illuminating book in this biographical record of the phenomenal 
and controversial Billy Graham. He feels that already Graham has taken his place as 
one of the leading Christian evangelists of all time. With a reporter's instinct for 
the facts, Mr. High presents the evidence and testimony concerning the man and his work 
to support his thesis that this young evangelist is at heart modest and sincere, despite 
his success. He accepts the fact that there are many thousands of high and low degree 
whose hearts have been stirred, convicted and converted by God who works with such as- 
tonishing and unpredictable results. While no orator, Graham seems to speak to the 
spiritual needs of the people of today in simple terms that they can understand. He 
issues a challenge they seem ready to accept. There should be a wide demand for this 
book among Protestant Christians and among many of no faith who are seeking the answers 
to life's perplexing questions. This book does not pretend to give all the answers, 
but Mr. High is recognizably on Billy Graham's side, and he tells of the many through- 
out the world whom Graham has helped with the proclamation of a Gospel so simple and 
so direct that its re-telling becomes news to our own sophisticated generation. 


(LC: 56-11952) 
September 20 


Grombach, Col. John V. Ba.lantine 
OLYMPIC CAVALCADE OF SPORTS $2 .00-$ . 35 





A brisk account of the “oldest show on earth", from its first recorded origin S 
in Greece in 776 B.C. to the 20th century modern Olympics and the current rules of eli- 
gibility. Each event is covered, along with the particulars on when it was included 
in the Olympics, its outstanding performers, and the rules which are applied- so that 
the prospective participant, or interested spectator, will be informed. Boxing, canoe- 
ing, cycling, equitation, fencing, gymnastics, the modern pentathlon, rowing and sculling, 
shooting, swimming and diving, team games, track and field, winter sports, wrestling 
and yachting have a seemingly complete coverage. A sporting item which should not be 
too much of a gamble in this year of years. (LC: 57-11534) 


September 21 


Zeiser, Benno Ballantine 
THE ROAD TO STALINGRAD $2 .00-$ . 35 


The decisive action of World War II, which led to the decimation of the German 
Army, has its record here- unaccented too save for its matter of fact cynicisms. Benno, 
the only survivor of a small unit, the Sheikh, Willi and Pille, Franzl and Kovak are to- 
gether as they advance into Russia through the Ukraine- but they find life in the rear- 
guard wretched physically as well as ruinous morally and they ask for their transfer to 
combat duty up front. Benno gets jaundice and for him there is a short reprieve, and 
romance with a nurse, but he rejoins his unit as they push into Stalingrad and the 
"cauldron battle” which destroys the Wehrmacht- and his friends- one by one... Stalin- | 
grad, the inglorious end to the German dream of glory, is still for all Germans the 


cafe and bierstube conversation piece. Whether Americans will be more than indifferent 
today seems unlikely. (LC: 56-1212) 
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September 25 


Blair, Walter Y. & Univ. of Chicago 
Meine, Franklin J.- Eds. $5 .00 
HALF HORSE - HALF ALLIGATOR 


A collection of tales gleaned from old almanacs, magazines and newspapers 
dealing with the legend that grew up about an American Keelboatman known as Mike Fink. 
Originally a frontier scout who found settling down too peaceful an occupation, Mike 
turned to the life of the river, where each man was a law unto himself with no curd 
bit to draw tight the rein. Free drinker, heavy spender, a Robin Hood of the Missis- 
sippi, Fink became the prototype of the freedom loving American who doffed his hat to 
no man and had a heart of gold. The selections taken from Crockett’s Almanac will up- 
set a multitude of Crockett fans, for the "son of the wild frontier" loses a shooting 
match to Mike. The book. is a fascinating bit of early Americana, showing a country 
young, rough, eager to push towards the unknown. It is a testimonial to the men who 
styled themselves “half-horse-half-alligator", whose courage and exuberant animal 
spirits gave America her strength and vitality. The contemporary sources convey a 
vividness and immediacy that prior to retelling of the legends lacks. With a Disney 
film in the making, this book may help boost the Mike Fink legend. (LC: 56-10082 ) 


: pe erga . AS 
Wilkinson, Burke : Coward-McCann 
BY SEA AND BY STEALTH . . $3.50 


The “Davids” of World War II- naval ones at any rate- were midget subs, 
canoes gliding serenely over enemy harbor defenses, and clever devices resembling a 
human torpedo. The "Goliaths" were dreadnoughts and heavy tonnage among smaller craft. 
The Italians set the example for this kind of toy warfare and derring-do. Take De La 
Penne. In the wake of a British destroyer, he slipped through the gate to Alexandria, 
planted under the Valiant the charge from his submersible torpedo-boat, and when cap- 
tured, kept a stony silence directly above the spot where the battleship was about to 
explode. His comrades had meanwhile readied a similar surprise for the Queen Elizabeth. 
The astonishing raid at Scapa Flow signified a German bid for against-all-odds glory, 
but their British victims eventually beat them at the game. There was, if nothing 
else, the little exploit of the canoes paddling among Nazi shipping on the French 
coast, attaching explosives to their keels, and blowing up six vessels. Or the spe- 
cially constructed subs which penetrated the anchorage of the 7irpitz in a Norwegian 
fjord. The Japanese dabbled heavily in suicide boats, ingeniously truncated subs, 
and kamikaze planes. The author of Run, Mongoose and Last Clear Chance has come up 
with some fine yarns, and his research and personal acquaintance with many of the 
surviving principals lends an unusual you-were-thereness to the proceedings. Purists 
may carp at some speculations added to the facts, but this is first class adventure 
material, for men and/or (still) boys. (LC: 56-11525) 


September t? )-(, 


Heth, Edward Harris , Simon & Schuster 
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF COOKING $3.95 


A countryman's cookbook follows the cycle of the seasons, is toned by the 
world outdoors (so much a part of his novels) and is filled by an enjoyment of dishes 
prepared with love and leisure- time is perhaps the most expensive ingredient here. 

A convivial commentary of neighbors, kinfolk, and personal marginalia amplifies these 
recipes; in the spring there will be wild asparagus soup or sugared leg of spring 
lamb or schoolteacher pie; coffee must be boiled- and there will be a fried egg and 
green onion sandwich to go with it; on to the summer's lazy days, and the fisherman 
will bring his catch- as will the hunter in the fall; in the winter there are special 
meals for the holidays, even a blizzard cupboard. Cheeses, sauces, cakes and breads, 
pickles and fruits are all part of the provender from a country kitchen and there 
will be those to appreciate its aromatic, nostalgic virtues. (LC: 56-11186) 
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October 1 


Graebner, Norman A. Ronald Press ap 
THE NEW ISOLATIONISM $4.00 


The term "searching analysis" may cover this glibly enough, but the actual theme 
is harder to pin down. It consists in the delineation of a new conservative power bloc 
which, in part, gives an outlet to the repressed, never sublimated energies of prewar 
isolationists; in part, the bloc which also serves as restorative to the political ego 
so traumatized by the Communist triumph in China. Graebner at the same time, and with 
far greater concern, examines the total alignment and interplay of all conservative groups 
influencing foreign policy ever since the decline of bi-partisan policy under the Eisen- 
hower regime. The “new isolationists", according to Graebner, continue portions of the 
Truman policy, such as aid to Europe and "committing American troops to natives threatened 
by attack". But the drift is toward economic contribution and a gradual withdrawal of 
international cathexis. The under-lying concepts are these: the fall of China was not 
proof of America's inability to control world affairs, but was caused by internal corrup- 
tion, especially Communist infiltration in the top levels of diplomacy (this the magic 
balm applied to our wounds by McCarthy). America, these “new isolationists feel” is 
invincible once it cleans house. Communism will be kept at bay from without and within; 
American power, in some undefined sense, will lead to the world overthrow of Soviet rule. 
Experts in this field of foreign affairs will appreciate Graebner's sometimes plodding 
but often bold approach. 


October 2 


Bunker, Robert ; Indiana University Press 
OTHER MEN'S SKIES $4.00 e 


Robert Bunker, a young, idealistic agent with the Indian Service, has worked 
among the Pueblos, Navajos, Zunis, wherever possible promoting their inchoate efforts at 
self-government and finding in these efforts his own role in life and an indefinable 
catharsis for his own inner struggles over authority. Bunker's intense warmth toward 
the Indians brushes each page felicitously but his true calling and interest lie in medi- 
ating between their passivity and entrenched patience, their Great White Father complex 
and the insurgent political spirit in community affairs, their growing desire for modern 
roads, new industries, improved methods of agriculture, their quest for assimilation with- 
out loss of dignity or heritage. Like scraps torn from a colorful yet imponderable life, 
individuals emerge with problems of land for grazing sheep, free hospitalization, escape 
from marital bonds and, invariably, Bunker's attention shifts from these difficulties 
to the social mechanisms of solution and especially to the intervention of recognized 
community leaders. How and what do these leaders think? Who grants them power? How do 
they go about settling differences and advancing their people's cause? A gentle if per- 
sistent observer, Bunker is unfailingly curious about attitudes, purposes, decision- 
making among the leaders. He tries to capture their phrasings, silences and the indes- 
cribably subtle play of their feeling. An odd book, without genre, appealing to the 
social scientist mainly but also to speculative, tangential readers. (LC: 56-11999) 


Robins, Elizabeth Macmillan 
RAYMOND AND I $4.00 


A book, written over twenty years ago published now because its subject is 
dead, tells of a summer in Nome, in 1900, when the author went from England, where she 
was known for her Ibsen interpretations and novels, to Alaska to learn more of her * 
brother, Raymond, whose life had taken a strange, new turn. For he had studied law, 
practised it in San Francisco, and, fired by the gold strikes, hed headed to the Klon- 
dike. There, debts piled up, with an intense spiritual experience following a meeting 
with a Jesuit, he had turned to religion - and his sister whom he wished to join him. 
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Argued with and against, she took a newspaper commission in England, headed north by 
way of New York, Boston and Seattle, to find Raymond not yet ordained but working 

and preaching for the Congregational Church, running the hospice of St. Bernard. 

This is her journal of the Nome of those days, of the dedication Raymond felt to the 
people and all their problems, of the gold creeks and the miners, of the "Esquimeaux”, 
and of the daily incidents she encountered - as Raymond's sister and on her own. It 
is an intimate record, for she was trying to persuade him to leave and give up the 
too strenuous expenditure of his energies and was caught in the complications that 
surrounded the missionary work, and filled with the detail of a gold rush boom - and 
bankruptcy. There is a double chance for this in religious book sales. (LC: 56-10962) 


October 5 


Resnik, Muriel Vanguard 
LIFE WITHOUT FATHER $3.50 


The family journal of a divorcee in the process of bringing up two boys who 
were as likely to turn her gray as to keep her gay, this records the growing years 
in various climes and circumstances. There are the encounters with education, pro- 
gressive and repressive; the boys always came out on top. There are the suitors, 
from the gents who wanted a ready-made family and home and appeared en masse to 
prove their devotion when Mike was run over; to the riled and unwilling stranger 
who received a proposal from the boys in a dining car. The living accomodations 
also receive their due, particularly the New York apartment sublet from a dubious 
trio of boys dressed as Renaissance pages. The accent is on helpless embarrassment 
caused by the story-telling abilities of her independent angels - their plaudits and 
slander as they horrify communities with mother's prowess in knocking out a tooth 
or discuss her all-day drinking habits... Other members of the family, a grandmother 
to be married, pets, maids, play their parts in the circle. The sophisticated caste 
of this face-to-face with male children may draw forth the Shirley Jackson (Life 
Among the Savages) market. (LC: 56-1228) 


Crankshaw, Edward Viking 
RUSSIA WITHOUT STALIN $3.75 


Crankshaw, a cold, efficient analyst, switches back again to the Russian 
scene in this book. It is in this field he proved his expertness, with Russia and 
the Russians (1948) and Cracks in the Kremlin Wall (51), though some readers felt 
he was over optimistic. This latest report on a visit to Russia opens with some 
curious economic observations and gradually veers into speculations on the stability 
and the hierarchy of the present regime, personalities of individuals in power, in- 
dustrial expansion, cultural backtracking and renaissance under the post-Stalin 
Party rule, and new concepts of national destiny. Crankshaw describes an immense 
system of exchanging favors which enables the people to secure consumer goods- odd 
bartering of anything from scarce radio tubes to a dozen oranges, and the serious 
problem of a blackmarket. The youth of Russia are suffering from a rock'n' roll 
spirit, wasteful, flamboyant, lawless. Mixed into this group is an extremist 
element, glorying in sheer houliganism, but seldom guilty of outright delinquency. 
In Crankshaw's opinion, the essential mood of the people supports at least some 
form of socialism. Certainly bourgeois or capitalist society is held in contempt; 
if any desire for revolt exists it lacks leadership and program. The movement is 
toward inner growth of Russia, Western methods of production instead of the un- 
specialized factory system still widespread; more public criticism; more realism 
in the art forms. Facts in support of his contentions are few, but his reasoning 
is cogent and convincing. (LC: 56-11063) 
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October 8 


Cerf, Bennett Hanover House 
THE LIFE OF THE PARTY $2.95 &@ 


Try And Stop Me, Laughing Stock, Anything For A Laugh, etc., are a few of the 
predecessors of this most recent addition to jokesters' collections and here a semi-nar- 
rative, in a personal vein, strings the gags and guffaws together. They make a target 
of Hollywood, artists and models, the military life, business, guests, babies (and grown- 
ups), farmers, cowboys and on down the line until twenty six categories are accounted 
for. Your choice may be your laugh. (LC: 56-10756) 


Gibson, Walter B. Hanover House 
WHAT'S NEW IN MAGIC $3.50 


A round-up of bafflers and dazzlers makes use of new approaches for popular 
effects and demonstrates the possibilities in mentalism, card routines, tricks with 
prepared cards, practised sleight of hand, impromptu and close-up displays, and some 
previously secret operations with material readied in advance. Telepathy and thought 
control, spirit slates, cards and more cards, thimbles, string, coins and even milk 
and salt are some of the means by which audiences may be entertained - and fooled. 
Instructions and diagrams make the tricks easily understandable, whether simple or 
difficult. For the serious, assiduous student. (LC: 56-5585) 


October 12 


Marshall, Edison McGraw-Hill 
THE HEART OF THE HUNTER $4.75 € 





Marshall, a writer by profession, has told his lifetime experiences as an ama- 
teur hunter shot by shot, and in so doing has made Hemingway seem like a Boy Scout. The 
passion for hunting has carried Marshall to the North Woods for caribou, to Alaska for 
Kodiak bear, Africa for lion and rhino, India for man-eating tigers- but the itinerary 
of travels and catalogue of trophies are too long. The sober dedication of Marshall's 
sportsmanship is impressive above all, almost offsetting the unreasoning, inexplicable 
longing to kill animals, large and small. The actual business of hunting, whatever 
ecstasy it conceals, consists of long, motionless waiting, a hunting party as small 
as possible, and only cursory interest in the life and lore of the jungle. Marshall 
is an indifferent anthropologist, zoologist, botanist. But as a writer here he is spare 
and exact. A man's book. (LC: 56-10323) 

Descola, Jean Viking 
THE CONQUISTADORS | ‘9 $5.00 


Columbus, de Soto, Pizarro, Ponce de Leon, Las Casas, these are the fabled 
heroes of Spanish conquest; surrounding them are lesser names with their own explora- 
tions and plunderings, and of every one and every act, Descola writes reflectively and 
methodically. He seeks to weave together the pattern of gold, gore and God, to compare 
and interpret, and to record and surmise. The military tactic devised by Cortes enabled 
a handful of highly mobile troops to rout hordes of ill-organized Indians. Valdivia suc- 
cumbed to cannibals. Possibly Columbus was of Jewish origin. Little of consequence, 
nothing of interest is missed. Descola might well have amplified the facts of improved 
cartography and navigation, captured more of the Inquisatorial flavor, dwelled further 
on the effects in the old world of the unbelievable treasure streaming from the new. 

But within self-imposed limits, Descola is fully serviceable to the uninformed, a 
respectable wordsmith, and impressive in his imaginative reconstruction of the daily 
world of the Conquistadors. From the French. Maps. (LC: 56-10403) 
















August 15, 1956 Non-Fiction -609- 


c 
Ocobter 14 


Freuchen, Peter Messner 
THE LEGEND OF DANIEL WILLIAMS $3.95 v 


Daniel Williams was a freed slave who, let loose upon the world, came North 
in the 1870's and didn't stop until he hit Northwest Canada, and who lived to be 
hanged on a murder charge in 1880. Peter Freuchen has recreated his legendary life 
with an immediacy that evokes sympathy for the giant man whose naivete brought de- 
struction on himself and others, whose tenderness could be matched by his violence, 
whose reputation as a crack shot among the Indians and a crack pot among the whites 
brought his sad end. Indentured by the Company by a trick, Dan broke away, defending 
himself by shooting, and took up with the Beaver tribe, whose wary acceptance of the 
man with the hunting power and the dark spirit to be placated led to Dan's killing, 
again in self-defense, of the tribal medicine man, Beholden only to Queen Victoria 
and Jesus Christ, Dan became embroiled with a French trader over some cloth he wanted 
prior to baptising his Indian followers and entangled in tribal taboos - he emerged 
from the tribe with the daughter of the chief, whose life he had saved. Mute from 
an accident, she kept his house on the territory he staked and claimed without papers, 
which brought on the fatal clash with the Hudson's Bay Company men who legally owned 
the property. Backwoods drama of a soul journeying in the darkness of noncompre- 
hension, a Canadian Calihan, for readers of the lore. Zestful biography by the 
author of Vagrant Viking- now a TV figure through his triumph on a popular quiz 
program. 

October 15 


Beiser, Germaine & Arthur Dutton 
PHYSICS FOR EVERYBODY $3.50 


Usually lay science books, especially in the dread physical sciences, begin 
with solemn assurances of their simplicity and seductive suggestions on the wonderful 
world revealed the reader has been missing. A page later, there is a clobbering of 
incomprehensible data, equations and illustrations hopefully foundering in their own 
"delightful ease". The present primer, amazingly enough, lives up to many of its 
claims. Even the not-so-intelligent layman will get something out of it. The authors 
stick to essentials and, wherever possible, spare equations. They do not labor a 
difficult point nor hedge it with qualifications. To sustain interest, the questions 
raised are either necessary or immediately confront modern physics. What is mass? 
force? gravitation? light? sound waves? How are atoms formed? Where do cosmic rays 
come from? Without once telling anecdotes about Einstein or ice cream cones, the 
authors have managed to be humorous and human. They haven't gone far- but it's in 
the right direction. 


Lockwood, Charles A. & Greenberg 
Adamson, Hans Christian $4.50 
THROUGH HELL AND DEEP WATER 


An aggressive, admiring tribute to submariner Sam Dealey and his "“pigboat” 
the Harder which accounted for some 100,000 tons of Japanese shipping- and 7 destroy- 
ers- before it made its last voyage down into deep water. A quiet man but "born to 
fight", Texan born Sam Dealey got his first combat command in 1942 and these are the 
detailed annals of his five patrols; of his rescue mission of six agents in closely 
guarded waters; of his torpedo action against the Tokyo bay traffic; and of his 
confident captaincy of his ship, his steady control and quick decision, of his fear- 
lessness- perhaps to the point of recklessness in his desire to end the war as 
quickly as possible. It offers a barrage of battle actions which combined to 
destroy the Japanese navy- morally and physically- and to the masculine market- 

a reliable successor to Hellcats of the Sea and Zoomies, Subs and Zeros. (LC:56-11388) 
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October 15 


THE HEIRLOOM BIBLE Hawthorn Books & 
$25.00 


The days when every household gave an honored place to the Family Bible and re- 
corded births, deaths, marriages therein, seemed to have passed. But the revival of ac- 
ceptance of family worship as an integral part of life has brought back a demand for the 
Family Bible. This is an answer to that demand, in a new edition of the King James Ver- 
sion, produced through international cooperation of designers, publishers, photographers 
and manufacturers. Typographically, it is the most readable Bible I have examined. The 
illustrations, including 48 color plates, reproductions of world famous paintings, have 
been chosen to present famous stories from the Old Testament and the characters and in- 
cidents of the Gospel story. At the back of the volume there is a commentary on the 
plates, identifying them and locating their sources. An index and Concordance provide 
the necessary reference tools. The front section follows the traditional Family Register, 
printed in color. Sturdily bound for practical use, this could be used not only as a 
Family Bible, but as a pulpit or Sunday School Bible. It is an impressive piece of 
publishing. 


Croft-Cooke, Rupert Knopf 
SHERRY $4 .00 


After reading this one gets a view of Rupert Croft-Cooke as a quiet and utterly 
appreciative taster, a man whose sense of history too, makes him the kind of person with 
whom to enjoy a glass of the famous Spanish wine- the delightful subject of this book. 
Concentrating on the Spanish sherries alone, the book opens with a well deserved paean of 
praise before it launches into the glories of the three original sherry towns- Jerez de la 
Frontera, Sanlucar de Barrameda and Puerto Santa Maria. But as much as the author declares 
he loves his subject, all is not plaudit and flattery. In a businesslike manner, he writes 
of the backgrounds of these three towns, a history of the wine itself and early trade with 
England, the "sherry war" in later years during which the ignorant, the teetotalers and 
the propagandists for other wines almost obliterated one of winedom's best treasures, the 
geology of the southern Spanish soil and the fascinating processes by which the various 
sherries are fermented, bottled and readied for the market. And among all the lovers of 
aperitifs, this will have its definite market too. (LC: 56-8920) 





Smith, Bradley Knopf 
ESCAPE TO THE WEST INDIES $4.95 


A full survey of the British, French, Netherlands, United States possessions 
in the West Indies plus independent islands and Venezuela's Margarita bids powerfully for 
the favors of considering travelers or settlers. The larger section of the book is taken 
up with descriptions of each island which reveal the lay of the land and the way of the 
landsmen through history, sights and sports, facilities. An appendix covers the particu- 
lars from vital statistics of size, population, flora and fauna, etc. to business oppor- 
tunities, entry requirements, hotels and restaurants, transportation facilities. Informa- 
tion on prices is general, and exact quotes on exchange, travel costs, etc. are missing, 
probably in view of the book's life expectancy. Photographs. 


Brady, Frank & McGraw-Hill 
Pottle, Frederick- Eds. $5 .00 
BOSWELL IN SEARCH OF A WIFE 





Returned from the Grand Tour, inclined and advised to settle, Boswell spent the oe 
years recorded here, 1766-1769, in an effort to establish himself in wedlock. His career 
as a lawyer, begun with impetuous flair, comes in for a few asides from the central theme 
of the search; his Account of Corsica had established him as a writer and his interest 
and efforts in this direction continued, while his handling of the Douglas case was a 
highpoint in his practice at the period. From varied sources the enclosures come: from 
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the journals, London and Johnsonian, from the rich correspondence with friend William 
Temple and later fiancee Margaret Montgomerie. The acknowledgement of serious regard 
and the resultant steadfastness puts a welcome end to the fevered dalliances and 
fancied alliances (fervid courtships). The field had included a gardener's daughter, 

a young Irish heiress, a cool "Princess" who played her prospects mercilessly, a 
married mistress of dubious character. Boswell's relation with his father, Lord 
Auchinleck, is strained by the marital intentions of both:- his father preparing to re- 
marry; Boswell, to his credit, foregoing the worldly evaluation of dowry and connec- 
tions, neither of which Margaret possesses in measure, for a love of character and 
dignity. While Boswell has some opportunities to bait Johnson and arranges to intro- 
duce him to Paoli and record their encounter, this is essentially a personal volume 

of narrower scope, with the ennui of spurious sensibility to be weighed against the 
emerging sincerity in affairs of the heart. The fifth volume of the series is di- 
minished rather than dominant. 


October 15 


Murphy, Thomas P. McGraw-Hill 
A BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN $4.00 


A positive, practical guide is based on one key to success+ Get Into The 
Right Business At The Right Time- not always easy but a rational premise. After an 
opener on where to look for opportunities (products or services) there is a consider- 
ation of potential, predictability and risk; of patents and trademarks and other forms 
of protection; of locations; of money and capitalization and the "gentle art of bor- 
rowing"; and of the many vistas which a big country such as this, and a changing one, 
offers. Success stories help to sharpen the incentive of the potential entrepreneur 
toward whom this book is directed, and whom it will help. 


Wertham, Fredric Rinehart 
THE CIRCLE OF GUILT $3.00 


Fredric Wertham, author of Seduction of the Innocent, with again a combative 
stand on an explosive subject, uses the case of one teen age killer as an illustration 
of not just one crime but of the whole wide area of delinquency today, and the "con- 
stellation of factors" to be considered. Porto Rican, Frank Santana, killed the "wrong 
boy” in a city gang war, and Wertham was called in as a consultant to determine the 
always equivocal question of his "sanity". Once again, Wertham makes his familiar 
charges against the comics, the movies, Superman, and their stimulus to violence; 
Santana was an avid habitue of the "creeps". He also traces the injurious influence 
of the Porto Rican home background, from the poverty of their original habitat to the 
transition to the U.S. where color prejudice is an angry reality. He states the prob- 
lem of medico-legal evaluation in the courts- insanity is not an absolute - and in this, 
as in his earlier books, Wertham makes his appeal to a "larger jury"- the general 
public. (LC: 56-9938) 


Ellis, Harry B. } Ronald Press 
HERITAGE OF THE DESERT: $5 .00 


Ellis follows for the Arab Middle East the pattern laid down by Gunther- with 
these differences. He crams in fewer facts and selects them more carefully; he empha- 
sizes less individuals and personal habits than the overall complex of political-eco- 
nomic-social forces; his tendency is away from humor, local color, curiosa, and toward 
the pervasive sense of desert life, historical roots, mass psychology. Though Israel 
looms bulkily in Ellis' version of the Arab Middle East, this is a logical and neces- 
sary inclusion, and helps release what is undoubtedly the author's major talent- his 
capacity to portray the Middle East as a totality, with its tangled rivalries, mutual 
suspicion and greed, and the foreign influences which surround and threaten to destroy 
them. Granting that it is based on very slender evidence, the extent of Ellis' politi- 
cal shrewdness may be seen in this appraisal. Russia is now promoting war between the 
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Areb States and Israel, believing that Israel must win and that then the weakened Arab 

States would be ripe for a Popular Front-type government and the gradual spread of com- 

munism. Not only for the ready-made Gunther audience, but for any follower of Middle 

Eastern affairs. Less sentimental than many of the books dealing with the Arab world, e 
controversial in some of its conclusions, this meets some of the needs for an overall 

picture at the moment. Too bad the date raises the question of its immediacy, with 

history on the march. 


October 16 


Morison, Samuel Eliot Little, Brown-AMP 
FREEDOM IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY $3.50 


The versatile Prof. Morison here explores the state of various freedoms, among 
them political, civic and scholastic, according to the standards of Western society. He 
reviews the sources of concepts of freedom, as they emerged everywhere, from Saul of 
Tarsus' struggle with Roman fiat to the principle of natural rights enunciated in Soph- 
ocles' Antigone. The approach is not historical nor remotely legalistic. Morison comes 
to grips with the suppressions caused by fear of Communism, the effects of the Attorney 
General's woeful list, of McCarthyism as a form of official demagoguery. He writes 
cogently of the much-neglected question of fair trade laws and the inner contradiction 
in a capitalist society which safeguards the livelihood and economic opportunity of 
the “little man" while restricting the competitive spirit of free enterprise. The most 
emotional pages deal with the fitness of teachers to teach, and their presumed right 
to choose material and present it to students in the light of their own best judgment. 
If the USA remains uppermost, a welcome section takes up the laws and precepts of free- 
dom which prevail in Canada. An academic piece with tangents of wider social interest. 


(LC: 56-10641) 
October 17 Pa 


Murray, Pauli Harper 
PROUD SHOES $3.50 


In a biography of her grandfather Fitzgerald, Pauli Murray presents a small 
part of the pattern of Negro culture in the U.S. For her grandfather was of Irish- 
African descent, a northern mulatto, one of the few Negro soldiers in the Union Army 
and a man who took it upon himself to come south after the Civil War to start schools 
for his "newly freed" people in Durham, North Carolina. As such, this review of his 
life has importance in the history od desegregation, and the author muses of the many 
shades of meaning and the attitudes Negroes and Whites both hold and attribute to each 
other. But much as it is essentially a serious social study, the book is individualis- 
tically and memorably written. Inductively, it begins with descriptions of Pauli 
Murray's own childhood and these are peppered with passages which bring the figure 
of Grandfather Fitzgerald, then blind and aging, to life. This holds true for the 
entire reconstruction of Fitzgerald's startling background, and the book has warmth 
and vitality. It should draw the consideration of anyone interested in the south and 
its problems. (LC: 55-10698) 


Papashvily, Helen Waite Harper 
ALL THE HAPPY ENDINGS $4.00 


"A study of the domestic novel, the women who wrote it, the women who read it, 
in the nineteenth century” explores the times that brought it about along with the dream 
world it envisioned and clearly indicates the genesis of the soap opera of today. From 
a world in which there was active and passive rebellion against woman's lot came the & 
written word of women who, under the press of poverty, supporting a family - and, some- 
times, a husband - and the dissatisfactions of life that spoke of an undeclared war against 
the managing male. Before the wildfire fame of The Wide Wide World of Elizabeth Wetherell 
(Susan Warner) on to the writings of Hale, Sigourney, Sedgwick, Gilman, (even a man, T.S. 
Arthur), and Mrs. E.D.E.N. Southworth, "Pansy", Stowe, the Elsie books, and Libbey - the 
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hunt was on - sentimental, lachrymose, and intent on "emasculating” the heroes while 
gradually liberating its heroines, long suffering but always, at the end, capable. 
The weighing in of the virtues of the books is balanced against their shortcomings; 
the biographical accompaniments reveal curious similarities; the volume of production 
with its attendant "works in progress" tension is, often, amazing. The proof posi- 
tive of excerpts from the books makes a lively review of the period. Literary 
curiosa - with a point. (LC: 55-8029) 


October 17 


Vanderbilt, Cornelius, Jr. McGraw-Hill 
QUEEN OF THE GOLDEN AGE $3.95 


eeceeeis the author's mother, Grace Wilson Vanderbilt, and this looks back- 
ward with understanding, appreciation and some dismayed, but impressed, remembrance 
of her life and times. As a son, he tells of family history, from the old Commodore 
down to his own day; of the successful "matchmaking" of the Wilsons which was de- 
railed when it came to the Vanderbilts and created a feud which was really never 
completely ended; of the world of money, international friendships with royalty and 
lesser lights, and vast expenditures to carry the weight of the social crown; of the 
houses, the yachts, the servants and the minimal household requirements; and of the 
rigid requirements for acceptance. He makes an appealing picture of the early years 
of his parents' marriage so bitterly ignored by his father's family and the letters 
from her family that bolstered his mother's unhappiness fill in the details; he 
follows the separation that came about through his mother's predominantly social 
inclinations and responsibilities and his father's preference for withdrawal and 
other interests; he pictures a Newport and a New York and fashionable Continental 
gatherings at their glamour peak; and he records the end of an era, when, the 
Vanderbilt house demolished and his mother still upholding the standards she had 
known, loneliness crept in..... A family album where the gilt is gold and the plush 
is velvet, this deals with bygones in a filial farewell, for an audience conditioned 
by recent revelations of a similar status. Sixteen pages of half tones. (LC:56-11730) 

Bride's Magazine- fds. of L404 Morrow-Barrows 

THE BRIDE'S REFERENCE BOOK $5.00 


Not what the title might suggest- but a book designed for the newly wed. 
A handbook of wifely duties starts off with some maxims that may guide the bride 
towards the emotional stability of her new home but concentrates largely on its 
mechanical handling. Chapters devoted to finances, furnishing, cooking, sewing, _ 
entertaining, life in the city as versus life in the country, and general housekeep- 
ing, set the tone. Within each there is information about running a smooth life in 
various sets of circumstances which women, who have not picked it up before, will 
appreciate. Though the husband figures too, in much of this, he is definitely in the 
background- to be catered to or cajoled into taking an interest in home things. 
Advice is spread in tone and quality to cover as wide an audience as possible. 


October 18 — 
Darlington, Jennie as told to Doubleday 
McIlvaine, Jane MY ANTARCTIC HONEYMOON $3.95 


One of two women who has wintered on the Antarctic, Jennie Darlington de- 
scribes her experiences of ten years past when she sojourned there with a sadly un- 
satisfactory expedition, plagued by loss of needed huskies, friction among leaders 
and men, and inexperience in Antarctic survival and exploration. Married to Harry 
Darlington after knowing him a short time - but long enough to know that postwar 
restlessness and adventuresome, masculine lone-wolfing still claimed him, Jennie 





-614- Non-Fiction August 15, 1956 


knew too that the Antarctic was to be a proving ground for their marriage. Her every 
action - her towing and toeing the invisible line as a woman among many men- counted in & 
her personal (but scarcely private) as well as her expeditional role. The mounting mis- 

haps - the rescues from water and crevass, by sled and plane, the rift between Harry as 

head of aviation and Commander Ronne as expedition leader which led to Harry's with- 

drawal to KP duty, helpless to offer his experience in the face of differing program 

and procedure techniques - had personal impact. The author does best with personalities 

and daily routine and drama, whether it is the still under the seismograph or the reveal- 

ing comment of a man rescued after hours of despair. She slurs over somewhat the pain- 

ful steps that led to failure, which is understandable. The essential thing here is that 

the Darlingtons came through - together- and while there are repetitions, this unusual 

story, told with discerning intelligence and sensibility, is of unusual womanly interest. 

(LC: 56-10758) 


Octebér 18 


Mayne, Peter Doubleday 
THE SAINTS OF SIND $3.75 


Peter Mayne pursues the creation of the factual fantasia which is customary 
and peculiar to him in this tale of exploration and encounter in the Sind, a section 
of lower Pakistan where Muslim saints hold powerful sway. As he meets Pirs and der- 
vishes, he tries to determine the genuine inheritors of an 8th century holyman's saint 
hood, and the hopefuls who are struggling to attain it. He finds himself courting the 
crocodiles as he snaps shots of Mister Peacock, who was once a flower before he was 
transformed by a saint (and hoping they'll not snap back); he recalls the history of 
the hanged Pir of terrible renown as he talks with his English-schooled son and suc- a 
cessor; he becomes embroiled in a feud between the heir of sainthood and the King of 
Beggars; he helps to extricate an errant follower from a whorehouse and passes a night 
of hashish smoking with him before the fellow returns to his master. A contrivance 
which calls for connivance. (LC: 56-19401) 


Blum, John Morton Little, Brown 
WOODROW WILSON AND THE POLITICS OF MORALITY $3.50 


Blum's assessment is based triangularly on Wilson's own morality as an indi- 
vidual, on the moral implications of the type of democracy and idealism pronounced by 
him, and on tactics and machinery of his leadership. These moral elements are made 
to elaborate and support each other:- a comment about Wilson's unassailable reserve is 
apt to elucidate his approach to political enemies on the one hand, while one may read 
back from a disregard of minority rights to Wilson's narrower Southernism. Blum's 
object seems, in the profoundest sense, to discover in Wilson the moral difference be- 
tween one who, like Lincoln, is at least seemingly the voice of purely human values, 
however crude and sentimental these values may be, and one who by his nature and method 
moves social progress on to the purely abstract, dedicated, unchangeable level. The 
difference is not between the sanguine and the bloodless, however. Wilson earnestly 
strove to bring politics down to matters of individual conscience; he was impassioned 
and senselessly uncompromising in his devotion to world peace; he carried forward- in 
spite of many retrograde policies, the apparent program of the so-called progressives. 
Wilson differs from Lincoln in the sense of inner reality. He could play upon the 
emotions and conscience of the individual, but not upon the spirit, not upon the inner 
moral force which binds men together and gives meaning to their actions. The shadings 
and close perceptions which Blum achieves, his faculty for the total political signi- e 
ficance of Wilson as a pure type or force in human affairs, gives this book more in- 
portance than at first appears. The market is a serious and dedicated one. (LC:56-10643) 
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October 19 


Wood, Morrison Farrar, Straus 
MORE RECIPES WITH A JUG OF WINE $3.95 


Not all of the recipes in this aromatic collection have wine as an ingre- 
dient, but most of them do and all of them are meant to be enjoyed, as they are eaten, 
along with wine. Divided into the traditional categories of appetizers, soups, fish, 
meats, salads, vegetables and deserts, the recipes include details of preparation as 
well as the lore of the dish itself and of the wine that goes with it. Coverage is 
world wide (Butterfly Steak, Hong Kong style; Baked Chicken Czardas; Carrots Cali- 
fornia style, etc.) and the appeal will be to an audience of male cooks too. A treat 
for those who enjoyed With a Jug of Wine. (LC: 56-11636) 


Merrill, Margaret McGraw-Hill 
BEARS IN MY KITCHEN $3.75 


A ranger's wife (originally a "green city" girl) bubbles over the life and 
death perils in the national parks and comes to the ecstatic, unshakable conclusion 
that she wouldn't trade her experiences - or her crazy, wonderful Bill! for anything 
in the wide world. While she races to escape before the cabin is snowed in, Bill 
is delayed checking on some tourists who might get trapped; when they finally start 
snaking down the mountain, the truck breaks down and Bill is almost crushed repairing 
it so Marge has to haul him back to the cabin. And that's only the beginning...es- 
caped criminals pop up for Bill to chase and capture - with an unloaded gun: they 
hand feed ’a fawn and a mallard becomes a beloved pet. But for these quieter moments, 
there are many more of forest fires, would-be mountain climbers in trouble, or a baby 
to be delivered. Packed with action for those women who admire but cannot emulate 
their move venturesome sisters. 

October 22 


Wellman, Manly Wade Holt 
REBEL BOAST $3.95 


The life and death of a group of Civil War volunteers from Enfield, N.C., is 
presented with overwhelming detail and effective accuracy. There are many pages of 
footnotes; actual words, letters, and the homely rhymes spoken and written are used; 
the men are described from photographs and assessed from accounts passed down through 
their families. The first part moves slowly as the war must have done but the tempo 
changes with the shifts of the battles, from Manassas to the unending routs preceding 
Appomatox, and, by simply heaping one truthful detail upon another, the account ac- 
quires a living self and stature. This should stir Southerners who relive the Civil 
War with these hard fighting, homesick Enfielders. Northerners will be stirred, too,- 
to a new understanding, by the personal terms of this additional panel of Civil War 
history. Illustrated. (LC: 56-10520) 


Kates, George N.- Ed. Knopf 


WILLA CATHER IN EUROPE $3.00 
Her Own Story of the First Journey 


When Willa Cather died in 1947 she left a knotty problem for her biographers 
by absolutely interdicting in her will the publishing of any of her letters. This makes 
it difficult, but not impossible, as witness the number of revealing memoirs which have 
recently appeared. Another approach has now been used by Mr. Kates. He has taken the 
trouble to gather together the very personal little sketches which, in 1902, during 
her first trip to Europe, she sent back as journalistic contributions to the newspaper 
in Lincoln, Nebraska. At this period Willa Cather was an obscure school teacher in a 
Pittsburgh high school. But as Mr. Kates makes clear in the perceptive commentary, 
Willa Cather's main interests, the interests which will later appear in her works, 
are almost all here outlined: her regard for simple people, her love of nature, her 


\ 
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devotion to France and all Latin peoples, her deeply religious feelings, her abiding con- 
cern with the problems of death and immortality- al] themes which will appear in her short 
stories and novels. Not only are these articles interesting as a revelation of Willa 
Cather's personality, they are written in her particular style and even when hastily put 
together have the greatest charm. A pleasant little book in itself, and certainly a de- 
light to all Willa Cather's audience. (LC: 56-10906) 


October 22 


Kerman, Joseph Knopf 
OPERA AS DRAMA $h .50 


Professor Kerman's book, directed to the living pulse and essence of opera, 
falls among the flock of offerings by professional devotees like a challenging glove. 
He champions opera as an elevated art form in which music articulates drama, clarifies 
the dramatic idea and by revealing the quality of action determines dramatic form in 
the most serious sense - the composer is himself a dramatist. With such an approach 
there must be the cutting away of proud flesh - and Professor Kerman does not spare 
what he considers the banality of Tosca or the excelling emptiness of Rosenkavalier. 
His review and analysis of opera includes Monteverdi, Purcell, Gluck, Mozart, Verdi, 
Wagner, Debussy, Berg, Stravinsky - as creators of msic drama; his consideration is 
specific as to scene, theme, position in the continuum. From the triumphant failure 
of Monteverdi to the magic marriage in Mozart's Magic Flute, the sung play of Debussy, 
the symphonic poem of Wagner, the modern retrenchment with Wozzeck a combination of 
Wagner and Debussy, Professor Kerman makes his determined commentary - a joyful provo- 
cation to serious music and drama lovers. (LC: 56-5790) 


Muller, Herbert J. Knopf 
THE SPIRIT OF TRAGEDY $5.00 


This is a scholarly, long, and only sometimes provocative discussion of the 
role of tragedy in its four most important periods- the Greek, the Shakespearean age, 
the French classical period, and the modern as typified by Ibsen and O'Neill. In an 
interesting and stimulating preface, Professor Muller (for he is nothing if not pro- 
fessorial) defines tragedy as “a fiction inspired by the serious concern with man's 
fate". From this point of view, he delimits tragedy as pessimistic, humanistic, but 
never cynical. The bulk of the book however is devoted to a detailed discussion of 
the works of Homer, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Seneca, Marlowe and Shakespeare, 
the French classicists, and finally the moderns. Unfortunately many interesting ideas 
are buried under a mass of erudition- and some awkward writing. The appeal here is 
therefore limited to a number of academicians and students of literature. (LC:56-5795) 


Mundt, Ernest Knopf 
BIRTH OF A COOK: A Gastronomical Autobiography $3.50 


A culinary cook's tour which leads one from Mundt's childhood in Germany (and 
a mother who had absolutely no interest in food) to Turkey, to New York, to San Francisco. 
We are treated to a humorous bouillabaisse of his views, ideas and recipes; his hates 
(American supermarkets, steam tables, mechanical kitchens, luxury hotels, packaged foods, 
and other people's cooking). We stop to sample a three foot mound of salmon salad pre- 
pared by a frustrated Russian culinary artist on the grand scale. We linger while he 
woos a retired concert pianist with longing salads, imploring ones, demanding ones, ag- J 
gressive ones, tired ones. He airs his ideas on the merits of alcohol in whetting the 
appetite and aiding the digestive process. The dish set before us is a skillful blend 
concocted by an Epicurean humorist who manages to fascinate the gourmet by adding a 
liberal dash of piquant sauce to the dish. (LC: 56-8925) 
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October 22 


Hess, Dean McGraw-Hill 
BATTLE HYMN $3.95 


Trained for the ministry, Lt. Col. Hess early in his Air Force career turned 
entirely from formal religious duties and became a war hero and ace. After his missions 
on the German front he organized the training of Korean flight officers and started the 
famous "operation Kiddy Car", ferrying Korean orphans to safety and helping to finance 
their necessary shelter and countless supplies (this he accomplished largely through 
the sale, at cut rate, of bootleg liquor). A faculty for aggressive piety or twentieth 
century-style humanitarianism combines in his personality with a brass-tack realism 
about the use of armed force. Despite his confessed quandary over some of his agoniz- 
ing exploits, such as accidentally bombing a dwelling filled with German children, 

Hess is stoutly convinced that totalitarianism must be stopped at all costs. He also 
possesses a more than justifiable pride in his own courage in action and the mastery 
he has achieved in battle technique, as in the instance when, with a single plane 
helping him, he bombed and strafed both ends of a Red armored division thereby making 
escape impossible before reinforcements had arrived and wiped out the division. The 
book swings constantly from such brute violence to instances of tenderest sentiment 
and commiseration for the lonely soldiers and abandoned children of modern war, and 
sways the reader from excitement to compassion. The moving picture of the same name 
is to be released early in 1957. Eight pages of photographs. (LC: 56-11716) 


2% 
Bates, Marston & " Scribner 
- Humphrey, Philip-Fds. THE DARWIN READER $6.75 


These selected passages embrace parts of Darwin's autobiographical sketch, 
some stops on the Beagle itinerary, longer extracts from his major works, and a few 
.delightful observations from his papers. The elusive mind of Darwin, whose explora- 
tion and evolution has enjoyed a growing literary vogue, is unfortunately presented 
in its own dry, reserved language and without any editorial guidance. Nor is there 
any attempt to clarify Darwin's findings and put them in a more contemporary context. 
A final criticism (if one is needed) is that the individual selections, though intel- 
ligently chosen, are not well enough tied together textually and the brief introductory 
passages are inadequate. Despite its shortcomings, those unacquainted with Darwin 
are apt to welcome the book as a happy middle ground between second-hand expositions 
and the grueling thoroughness of the original works. Illustrated. (LC: 56-10201) 


Steen, Marguerite World 
LITTLE WHITE KING $2.50 


A biography of the author's "Last, as he was the Best, of all the cats I 
have ever known" dwells lingeringly, lovingly on the short life of Le Petit Roi, whose 
white perfection created such cloying admiration that his name was changed to Bert. 
Deaf, Bert created a necessary watchfulness on the part of his "guardian" and as a 
glamour kitten he delighted the household, settling his deepest love on young Alice, 
the daily worker. This chronicles his eventual coming to terms with the Black One, 

a little poodle; his dignity in spite of the difficulties of his deafness; his games 
and discoveries; his tiny, few adventures before a car killed him. A book to charm 
cat lovers everywhere. (LC: 56-11829) 


October 23 


Johnson, James Ralph Macmillan 
THE LAST PASSENGER $2.75 


In fictionalized form, this touching testament to the passenger pigeon is 
the life history of Blue, a bird who lived in the late 1800's and was one of the last 
survivors of the massacre of passenger pigeons at the nesting grounds of Petoskey, 
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Michigan. The stype of writing is calm, observant of small details and facts of nature 

that together form a moving total picture of the species, its habits and environment. 

As Blue spends his babyhood along the Ohio, flies to Hatteras and the Appalachians as 

@ young male and finally takes his mate, we learn not only the life cycle- what the birds eo 
learn and what they do by instinct- but what they failed to learn- the little ignorances 

that made them victims to men who disregarded the possibility of extinction. Toned down 

as it is, the story gains force in sticking to the bare facts and describing the tremen- 

dous yet futile effort Blue and others made to stay alive. The author has done handsome 

black and white drawings for chapter headings. (LC: 56-10394 ) 


October 23 


Williams, Kenneth P. Macmillan 
LINCOLN FINDS A GENERAL: Vol. IV $7.50 


In this the fourth volume of a definitive history of the Civil War, from a 
specific angle, Williams opens himself to controversy more than in the preceding volumes. 
While this volume is focussed on the period leading up to Vicksburg and the final victory, 
Williams includes the often misunderstood Buell campaign and adds his own somewhat differ- 
ent and more objective interpretation. He expands considerably the confusing Rosecran's 
operations, and reveals certain of the unsavory aspects of Rosecran's character in the 
aftermath of the Kirby Smith-Bragg invasion of Kentucky. He claims that there has been, 
prior to this, no adequate military study of the operations west of the Mississippi. Per- 
haps this statement was made prior to the illuminating Civil War. on Western Waters by 
Fletcher Pratt (see p. 119). But he does knit it into the Vicksburg campaign, in a way 
that other recorders of that facet of the Civil War have failed to do. He takes sharp 
issue with Cadwallader's Three Years With Grant, and supports his position in an appendix. 
The case of John McClernand comes in for some pretty harsh indictment, and this too is 
expanded in the appendix. Definitely not a book for the neophyte. It demands of the & 
reader an intimate understanding of the personnel, the overall strategy and tactics of 
the Civil War, and both patience and interest in close and concentrated attention to the 
minutiae of military reportage. Lively and immediate though it is, it remains what it is 
subtitled:- A Military Study of the Civil War. Iuka to Vicksburg.Vol. V will conclude 
the. war in the West; Volumes VI and VII will bring the struggle to a close. 


Goodman, Jules- Ed. Scribner 
THE ROAD TO MONTE CRISTO: The Memoirs of Alexandre Dumas $6.00 





The Guy Endore novel, King of Paris (see report P. 363), October selection of 
the Book of the Month, will spark fresh interest in Alexandre Dumas which may give impetus 
to this compression of six fat volumes of Memoirs into one manageable- and eminently read- 
able- volume. Inevitably, in a comparative reading, the omissions become more significant 
than the inclusions, while the enormous zest of the man and his gift for spinning a yarn 
makes fact read like fiction. These memoirs cover his life from birth in 1802 to 1833, 
a year of crisis for him. His youth was colored by his father's fall from grace with 
Napoleon, leaving his wife and son desolate and penniless. The boy had a desultory edu- 
cation, but his ambition overrode its limitations and he secured a job as a copyist with 
the Duc d'Orleans in Paris - a stepping stone to the world of letters, the theatre and 
politics. Playwright and novelist, his success was immense, his output phenomenal; his 
political exile- under Louis Philippe, just another episode. The autobiography reads 
like one of his own novels,- engagingly romantic, immensely entertaining, and tantalizingly 
incredible. One could wish for more exact and scholarly editorial comments, supplying 
dates, data on translation, etc., etc. But the text, despite the drastic compression, 
reads as engagingly as if freshly written, newly published. (LC: 56-10203) & 
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October ok 


Mansfield, Harold Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
VISION: A Saga of the Sky $5 .00 


Though the stated purpose of this history of the Boeing Airplane Company is 
to provide a broad outline of American aviation since 1910, the book remains a predom- 
inantly company centered account and is disappointingly backslapping in its open praise 
of the men and their accomplishments. Chronologically, the chapters do contain a good 
outline of events in the aircraft industry- both the civil and military spheres of it- 
and we are often taken aboard on test flights, to feel the stall warning of a strato- 
jet, or to the designer's board, for a study on wing stress. These elements are good 
and of interest to anyone with a yen for flying. But they are overlaid with an aura 
of awe, of false poetry for man's place in the sky and so forth, through which one 
must wade to get at the facts. (LC: 56-9591) | 


Orwell, George : fe Si Harcourt, Brace 
THE ORWELL READER er $5.95 


Richard H. Rovere introduces this generous collection of Orwellania - sections 
and chapters from his books and pieces from his newspaper writings, from his Burmese 
world to that of World War II, and after. The coverage includes literary criticism, 
per se and with a political angle; school memories; notes on the Vicar of Bray; a de- 
fense of P.G. Wodehouse; an analysis of Gandhi, freedom of the press, the Englishman's 
England, and James Burnham. Longer inclusions come from Down anc Out in Paris and 
London, Keep the Aspidistra Flying, Homage to Catalonia, Burmese Days, A Clergyman's 
Daughter, The Road to Wigan Pier, and Nineteen Eighty Four. The astringency and pre- 
cision here offer worthwhile stimulation for his American audience for much in this 
book has never appeared in this country and followers of his publications here will be 
rewarded by this chance to follow the variety of material that made up his life, his 
thinking and his writing. 


Thom, Robert Yale University Press 
CHILDREN OF THE LADYBUG $2.00 


This is the first published verse drama by Robert Thom, written while a 
member of the Scholars of the House program at Yale. (This is also the first pub- 
lication in this projected series.) Giving due allowance for the fact that the play 
was written by an undergraduate, and even admitting that the undergraduate has a gift 
for words, the piece is still offensive and adolescent. The theme deals with parents 
who cannot love each other, and consequently cannot love their children. The mother's 
brief, ruthless affair with the young college boy who is her son's best friend leads 
to suicide, and in its wake the deepest hatreds, despairs and perversities come to 
the surface.... This is Strindberg or O'Neill without half the talent, and even if 
the talent were greater, it is doubtful whether the theme would attract an audience. 
(LC: 56-9493) 


October 25 


Anderson, Marian Viking 
MY LORD, WHAT A MORNING $5.00 


There is a quiet beauty in this retiring, almost dutiful reminiscence of 
a life. Marian Anderson tells her story with the simplicity and dignity and gracious- 
ness people have come to associate with her. There is the early family life in Phila- 
delphia, with little money and much love, and the joys of buying a forty-nine cent 
dress or releasing an ailing mother from out-of-house work. There is the discovery 
of the magnificent voice as Marian sang in church, and the first training of that 
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debut for which she was not yet ready - and in face of indignities. The anguish caused 
by discrimination is handled with mature calm - travel arrangements brought humor and 
misery, the concert in the Lincoln Memorial after the DAR's stand on Constitution Hall 
brought victory. The career launched in Europe, the 1933 onslaught of "Marian fever", 
carried ever-increasing recognition in her own country as well. Honored for her citizen- 
ship with the Philadelphia Award, she used the money to establish the Marian Anderson 
Scholarship for young singers; aware of her leadership as a prominent Negro, she has 
recognized the importance of the illustration of what can be. This is an expression of 
gratitude to the God who "has the whole world in his hand". Nevertheless, this is a 
self-conscious document with a sense of younger generation readership slipping in that 
may disappoint older readers. (LC: 56-1002) 


voice, the building of the great career in face of such set-backs as a trying Town Hall je 


October 25 


Gernsheim, Helmut & Alison | World 
L. M. DAGUERRE $7.50 


An addition to the history of the first steps towards modern photography, in 
a text devoted more to the invention of the daguerreotype than to the man who gave it his 
name. L. M. Daguerre was trained as an architect, maae his reputation as a stage de- 
signer, was partner to Boulon in the enormously popular entertainment, the Diorama, which 
was actually the forerunner of the cinema, and persisted in his conyiction that there 
was possible a process of conveying a permanent impression through the camera lens and 
the use of sunlight and the application of some chemical to a surface. Others were work- 
ing along parallel lines, and in Niepce, working in the south of France, Daguerre found Se 
the partner he needed. The first glass photographs were produced about 1829; the earliest 
daguerreotypes in 1837. Eleven years of experimentation and discouragement preceded suc- 
cess. Then, backed by Arago of the Paris Observatory, Daguerre- after the death of his 
partner- achieved success. The balance of the book traces the advance, improvements, 
other inventors not only in France but in England, America, etc. The application of 
the process to portraiture brought it to its zenith of popularity- and after ten years 
it began to be displaced by new processes, improved lenses, the improvement in stereo- 
scopic photography. A definitive book, illustrated with 117 photographs. The market- 
those specifically interested in the history of photography. (LC: 56-11832) 


October 29 


Carnegie, Mrs. Dale & Dutton 
Prall, Robert G. $2.95 
DON'T GROW OLD, GROW UP: 


From "Don't Kick the Chair" to "Don't Let the Rocking Chair Get You" this is 
sloganized self-help to equip you for the experiences of life, whether marriage, or 
later on loneliness and old age. Overcoming handicaps and disasters, acquiring the 
ability to act, knowing yourself and getting along with yourself, establishing a warm 
rapport with people, and of course having a firm spiritual belief is all part of this 
home course which will help you to meet the world at large on a happy basis. Following 
very much in her husband's famous footsteps, Mrs. Carnegie also uses the same boot- 
straps (the positive directive- the consoling case history) for that faltering follow- 
ing which is always ready for this kind of pick-me-up. (LC: 56-6307) & 
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October 29 


Luxton, George E. Univ. of Minnesota 


$3.95 
FLOWER GROWING IN THE NORTH: A Month by Month Guide 


Readers of the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune are familiar over the years with. 
George Luxton's homely advice and bits of garden lore- "Grandma's sayings"- and practi- 
cal instructions in his newspaper columns. Other "northern" gardeners- and this 
applies to New England gardeners as well, will find this almanac of gardeners’ know- 
how provocative and useful. Starting with January, he has both the indoor window 
box gardener and the impatient outdoor gardener in mind - and there's plenty to do 
for both. Month by month he takes the demands of the season, the problems of specific 
plants, the guides to planting, cultivating, protecting, fortifying for healthy growth, 
prolonged bloom, etc. Throughout the text there are hints on varieties, supplemented 
by excellent lists at the back. Even the most experienced gardener will find help- 
ful suggestions throughout- all presented in chatty style, down to earth enough for 
the beginner, but stimulating in occasional bits for even the semi-professional. 
Fills a definite need for the long winter-short growing season areas. 


Seltzer, Louis B. World 
THE YEARS WERE GOOD $4. .00 


Introduced by Bruce Catton, who acclaims the editor of a chain newspaper 
for his accomplishment in personal journalism, Louis B. Seltzer tells the story of 
his own career in an agreeable and easy style. His father, by trade a carpenter, 
by calling a writer, wrote out the Westerns,that later brought success,on brown 
paper generously provided by the butcher - boyhood memories include the day the 
first check arrived. They also include the decision to leave school at thirteen 
to help support the family and follow the newsman's profession. As columnist at 
fourteen for The Leader he met Sarah Bernhardt and his future wife. A well mean- 
ing boss who fired him and told him he was not cut out for newspaper work merely 
put him on his mettle. The city editorship of The Cleveland Press at nineteen, 
from which he withdrew because he felt unseasoned and took on again four years 
later, political and editorial work when the top job went to another unexpected 
successor, and the full editorship two years later in 1928, occupied to date, have 
served to discredit this judgment. Editor Seltzer recalls significant scoops that 
brought him and the paper recognition - one, the choice of Davis for 1924 Demo- 
cratic candidate, came as payment for a ten-year-old poker debt. As editor, he 
has sought to incorporate civic service in his own participation and communication 
with the people on matters including politics, disaster relief, a depression bank 
run. Humanly interesting. (LC: 56-10431) 


Wischnitzer, Mark World 
VISAS TO FREEDOM: The History of HIAS $h .00 


This biography of an organization set up to aid Jewish immigrants is es- 
sentially a family document of historical and group interest. It details the foun- 
dation of the society from 1870 and follows its participation in immigrant aid from 
that time. In reviewing actions taken to cope with problems in various periods, 
there is also an acknowledgment of world conditions and United States attitudes:- 
the work against the restrictionist movement before World War I, the struggle 
against the quota systems of the 1920's, the depression and the European holocaust 
which called for all the resources of the world-wide organization. Statistics and 
photographs. (LC: 56-10429) 
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October 30 


Wilson, Charles H. Henry Holt / te , 
A TEACHER IS A PERSON $3 95 15 


eee.eand Mr. Wilson is a most entertaining one in this partly personal, partly 
professional discussion of the public schools today. He also makes a reassuring rebuttal 
of some of the more "colorful critics"- Albert Lynd, Rudolf Flesch, etc., who as laymen 
have made summary criticisms and reached facile conclusions on the basis of little ex- 
perience. Mr. Wilson, who has taught for twenty years, will not agree that "they don't 
learn anything" any more- or that "they” learn less than they used to. He will agree 
that the public has defaulted- rather than the schools; that teachers’ salaries are 
inadequate; and that the increasing lack of teachers, and the increasing number of pu- 
pils to be taught, are the two dangerous problems to be faced. The American public 
school is “doing the best average job in the world"- even if it is at the expense of 
the child who is more than average....A casual, informal discussion, this includes many 
marginalia on Wilson's own schooling to become a teacher as well as a likable and reason- 
able examination and evaluation for parents- and teachers. Alas- reasonableness- il- 
logically enough- does not always provoke a reading- or listening- public. (LC: 56-11168) 


Way, R. P. | Macmillan 
ANTIQUE DEALER $3.50 


An anecdotal bric-a-brac of reminiscences cover some forty years of a pro- 
fession which was always honestly and happily pursued, and along with the excitement 
of the lucky find, there is the keen knowledge inherited- and inbred by his father before 
him. After a childhood living over and in his father's shop (and cleaning the silver 
curios once a week), Mr. Way entered the business officially at the age of 17, made his 
first purchase- of some stolen goods, and soon learned to attend auctions alone. Many 
of the fascinating tricks of this trade are here, the good years and the bad, the in- 
creasing interest in antiques and the influx of dealers from America, the development 
in England in the '30's of the Fairs, and the pleasures through the years of many dis- 
coveries. His account is at all times unassuming and informative and attractive, and 
both people and objets d'art are collected from the clutter of experience and leisurely 
recorded. (LC: 56-13241) 





Duckett, Eleanor Shipley Univ. of Chicago 
ALFRED THE GREAT $3.75 


The chief contemporary source of material on Alfred the Great is the biography 
left by Asser, who translated the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle which Alfred had helped formu- 
late, and incorporated this and some of Alfred's writings in his biography. Miss Duckett 
has gleaned from these writings and other available sources a portrait of a ruler devoted 
to his church and imbued with an overwhelming desire to see his country welded into a 
strong and unified nation. To this end he worked to overcome the ignorance and super- 
stition rife in the ninth century. He set up schools and insisted on education for his 
subjects, priest as well as layman; he encouraged them in their art, poetry and archi- 
tecture. He welcomed to his court all who could tell him of things new and strange, 
and from this knowledge came a codified set of laws as well as The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, 
one of the major historical documents of English life. Lawgiver and educator, Alfred 


merited the distinction of "Great" inscribed after his name. The book is a fascinating 
portrait of an enlightened monarch against a background of darkness and ignorance, who 4 
brought about in large measure the goal of a united England. 
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October 31 


Morgan, Eugene & Seribner 
Reid, Louis TUGBOAT: The Moran Story $6 .00 


The life and times of the hard working harbor puffers takes in a surprising 
amount of traveling from the hauls and tows on inland waters to the Normandy landings 
and operations in the Pacific, and the story of these tugs is the story of the Morans, 
from Michael, the author's father, down to the. third generation now handling the bus- 
iness. From sail, to steam and Diesel, the "little Irish navy” grew against hard com- 
petition, and the glamor of docking the Queens contrasts with the heavy duty of dumping 
garbage, while their.progress is marked by a cholera outbreak, explosions, fires and - 
affairs of the Port of New York. The waterfront, its life, noise and odors, the vigi- 
lance in time of maritime disasters, the modernizing of the fleet, the bigger headache 
that came with the bigger ocean liners, the mechanics of docking and undocking the big 
babies, the personalities among the captains and pilots and the boats themselves - 
these the author knew from literally "learning the ropes" in his early days and, from 
his activities in later days, was part of the never ending concern over the Port of 
New York in all its complex traffic. A proud story of family enterprise, this is of 
definite local interest and for a special marine audience that will appreciate it. 
Illustrated with old and new photographs. (LC: 56-10205) 


October ?? 


Dobzhansky, Theodosius Columbia Univ. Press 
THE BIOLOGICAL BASIS OF HUMAN FREEDOM $2.95 


Described as "an attempt to interpret some of the philosophical implications 
of modern biology” in lay terms, these five expanded lectures, delivered originally at 
the University of Virginia, chiefly concern man's status as a creature within society. 
Philosophically, the book merely strives to settle the interminable argument over 
genetic determinism. Dobzhansky inquires closely into the nature of the so-called 
genotypes, and from these into the phenotypes and how influential these are in the 
growth of the individual. The book's major value consists in identifying the biologi- 
cal significance of culture, and in indicating the complex interplay of culture and 
genetic endowments. He also touches upon the findings of Lorenz and Tinbergen, takes 
a potshot at extremist Freudians, and puts racist theories irrevocably where they be- 
long. But he departs far too seldom from the twists and turns of abstraction, and 
the consequence is a lack of color, example, laboratory data. The book is not "full" 
enough, and will not widen the horizons of ee in this field. Limited. 
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Dulles, Foster: Rhea (Sef 4 Crowell 
| THE IMPERIAL YEARS — $5 .00 


From 1885, when Mr. Cleveland took office, through Theodore Roosevelt's ad- & 
ministration, the United States grew progressively more imperialistic, and these are 
the years on which Foster Dulles has concentrated. It is interesting to note that al- 
most consistently, presidential campaigns and party platforms would seem to deny any 
such aims and ambitions; there was recurrent insistence on maintaining the traditional 
detachment from matters outside our boundaries. And then, as circumstances seemed to 
create new needs, strange reorientations of policy took place, "manifest destiny” was 
claimed as a moral responsibility, the crises over Samoa, Hawaii, Cuba, and subsequently, Hi 
Puerto Rico, the Philippines, Panama each in turn was rather smugly justified. Dulles 
records the emotional climate of each shift; the rationalization- politically, morally 
(with economic factors muted); the change of front as we accepted a national verdict 
of expansionist policies-cum responsibility to sustain the “open door” principle in 
China, the rescuing of captive people and so on. While there is a note of cynicism 
now and again, this is offset by a real conviction that over the years we have re- 
deemed our pledges in a far-sighted colonial policy and a granting of political free- 
dom. A valuable contribution to our history. (LC: 56-7790) 
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Schlesinger, Arthur M., Jr. Houghton, Mifflin @ 
THE CHALLENGE $6.00 


* In Schlesinger's view, Roosevelt is the summation of an era in American,social, 
political and economic life. He corresponds, in this respect, to Napoleon; anything 
about him, whether bearing directly upon his personal achievements or concerned merely 
with the period in which he lived, is of the same historical substance, compellingly 
important. The truth of Schlesinger's book is that it uses instances- small and large- 
of national crisis, statements of opinion, personality sketches, syntheses of philosophic 
and psychological forces, and even the biographical circumstances of its central hero as 
exemplifications, as viewpoints, and mass prisms for an almost indefinable movement or 
idea or embodiment which is the raw nature of 20th century history in America. The ma- 
terials are transcended and transfigured, and in this creative act their inherent meaning 
is exposed. With an astonishing sense of the appropriate, the essential, Schlesinger 
writes of Lillian Wald and Hull House, Coolidge, Wilson, Harding, Hoover's bitterness 
toward his incumbent, Al Smith's connivance during the Presidential nominations, strikes 
and bonus marches, reduction of tariff, socialism's brief flowering and adherents, John 
Dewey's influence, and of course F.D.R. in his countless aspects as son, husband, un- 
vanquished polio victim, magical charmer and unalterably reserved friend, speech-maker, 
dreamer, wit. If only time itself can permit of a fair, final estimate of Roosevelt, 
so only time will give full measure to this early appraisal which seeks to draw upon 
all that is fresh and demonstrable about the man- the phenomenon. Not to be missed by 
any person with a potential interest in the subject. (LC: 56-10293) 


Platt, Rutherford Simon & Schuster 
THE RIVER OF LIFE $5.00 


A return to wonder takes on the shape of a philosophy in this inspection of the 
living world. An examination of the how of living leads to evaluations and comparisons 
as well as to expressions of awe at the efficiency of the natural order. The May fly, 
with its one day of delirious life (in the fly form), the bee with its six weeks of pre- 
destined role playing give rise to the idea of unity, continuity and the individual as 
cell to a larger organism. The nature of the inhabited universe and its history of 
coming into being evoke surmise and awe - and the author points out beyond his statement 
that the earth alone of the planets seems to have the vital balance for living matter 
that transformation and survival may occur in planetary terms as they did on earth from 
sea to tree. The animated tools and equipment, from elephant trunk to phosphorous, pro- 
vide further speculative matter. Despite the most unusual assortment of specimens, the 
emphasis is on the likeness underlying unlikeness; the delight lies in our ability to 
enjoy the show. (LC: 56-11188) 
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363 Endore, Guy- KING OF PARIS- from 8/? to 10/?- October Book of the Month Club 
selection. (Simon & Schuster) 

426 Rowse, A.L.- THE EARLY CHURCHILLS- from 8/22 to 9/19 (Harper) 

451 Lochridge, Betsy H.- BLUE RIVER- from 9/4 to 9/25 (Macmillan) 

464 Dulles, Marion- GREENHOUSE GARDENING AROUND THE YEAR- from 9/4 to 9/18 (Macmillan) 

467 Norman, Charles- THE GENTEEL MURDERER- from 9/11 to 9/25 (Macmillan) 

472 Festinger, Riecken & Schacter- WHEN PROPHECY FAILS- definite date 9/7 (University 

of Minnesota) 

505 Bard, Mary- JUST BE YOURSELF- from 9/19 to 9/26 (Lippincott) 
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545 McCloy, Helen- TWO THIRDS OF A GHOST- from 9/21 to 9/28 (Random House) 
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556 Krout, M.H.-Fd. - PSYCHOLOGY, PSYCHIATRY AND THE PUBLIC INTEREST- from 9/7 to 
10/5 (University of Minnesota) _ : 

561 Warner & Daniel- THE HAPPY WARRIOR- price from $5.00 to $4.50 (Doubleday) 

Errata: Aug. 1- Publisher Index- Reprints listed under Houghton should be under Knopf. 





